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INTRODUCTION 

 
So you’ve decided to get married --- NOW WHAT. The object of 

this book is that you the Bride and Groom, will have all the information 
necessary to be able to make decisions about your wedding ceremony, and 
what could be the most interesting and exciting decision of your life -- 
getting married and living happily ever after.  Yes it does exist! 

 
 

 
 
 

A WORD FROM THE AUTHOR 
 
Couples on the verge of marriage often say, “We’ve decided to get 

married, but don’t know what to do.”  After well over 50 years as an 
ordained minister, I decided to put down on paper a guide to this most 
special time in a couple’s life.  I’ve tried to cover all the steps without 
making the journey complicated.  

 
Reverend William Moffitt 
5223 La Canada Blvd 
La Canada Flintridge, CA 91011

 Telephone: 818-429-7681
Email: will@wmadigital.com

  https://reverendwill.wmadigital.com/
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GENERAL INFORMATION ON CEREMONIES 
 
If you are going to be married in a church then you will usually be 

expected to follow the standard ceremonies, which that particular religious 
order generally follows.  I say generally, not wanting to ruffle any 
feathers, even in the most strict religious orders you, the Bride and Groom, 
do have a say in what happens in the church.  So ask, “What choices do 
we have?  Can we change and or alter anything in the ceremonies?”  I’m 
very sure if you ask in a polite manner that you will be given every 
opportunity to have an input into your ceremony for your wedding day. 

 
With a minister or non-denominational ceremony, the choice is 

wide open. You have a choice as to what takes place, where, when and 
how. 

 
Most ministers will certainly offer you a choice of ceremonies, 

readings and vows and if you wish will assist you in writing or composing 
your very own ceremony. 

 
It is not that difficult.  Again follow a few guidelines.  Ask the 

person who is going to conduct or perform your ceremony and it’s really 
very easy. 

 
In this book I have provided various ceremonies, readings and 

vows so that you can choose from them. 
 
The ceremony should consist of an Introduction, Reading, Personal 

Vows, Ring Vows, and Presentation of the couple. 
 
This may sound simple and it is.  In the next few pages you will 

see how easy and simple it is.  Always remember that everything is 
changeable and can be altered to suit your particular needs, likes and 
dislikes. 

 
I cannot emphasize strongly enough that this is going to be your 

day of days so, please remember, DO IT YOUR WAY. 
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THE MARRIAGE LICENSE. 
 
The Marriage License gives the minister or officiant permission for 

you to get married within the official legal parameters of the country 
where you reside. 

What this form does is commit you and the person who is going to 
perform your ceremony together.  Yes it is a legal form and a very 
important form.  Some of the information here relates to people living in 
the United States of America, for those in other countries you will need to 
consult your Department of Births Deaths and Marriages or its equivalent 
name.   

 
This form needs to be given to the person who is going to 

perform your ceremony as soon as you have it issued and preferably 
not on the day of the marriage. 

 
REGULAR MARRIAGE LICENSE 

 
• With this type of license, you can be married in any county  

within the State of Issuance. 
• Your license becomes a public record and it is available for all  

to see and gain access to.   
• No blood tests as these where done away with as of January  

1995. 
• The license is valid for a period of 90 days. 
• When applying for the license, you both must be present and  

you both must be able to show some form of identification 
to prove your date of birth as both must be over 18 years of 
age or have parents consent. 

• If previously married you must furnish the final divorce date.   
It is a good idea to take your decree nisi papers with you. 

• Parent’s names are required and mothers’ maiden names, along  
with town, city, county, country of birth. 

• Witnesses are required at the ceremony, either 1 or 2.  In  
California, two witnesses are required. 

• The license must be filed within four days of the ceremony and  
is usually mailed by the minister. 

• An official certified copy of the marriage is available after the  
marriage from the courthouse.  You will at least receive a 
certificate from the Minister or Officiant on the day of the 
marriage, this is generally a requested legal requirement. 
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CONFIDENTIAL MARRIAGE LICENSE 

 
This is similar to the regular license with the following exceptions 

and is only available in a very few states here in America, California being 
one of them. 

 
• Both parties getting married must be 18 years of age or over. 

 
• The license when issued can only be used in that county, for 

example a confidential license issued in Los Angeles county can only be 
used for a ceremony or service that takes place within Los Angeles 
County, similar for any other county. 

 
• Nobody can gain access to the information either before the 

marriage or afterwards, except the bride and groom, who in turn become 
husband and wife. 

 
• No witnesses are required at the marriage, although you may 

have witnesses if you want them for the memento Marriage Certificate, 
that is given to you. 

 
• Photograph identification is required when you apply for this 

license. 
 

Please remember that the above is to be read in conjunction with 
the application for a regular license, as this may change from country or 
county and state. 
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THE RECEPTION 
 
This is where the fun really starts. This is not to say that the 

ceremony should not be fun. Oh yes it should be, by far it should. In fact if 
the ceremony is fun, then it generally carries on into the rest of the day or 
night. 

 
 Do we have to have a reception at all? 
 Do we have the reception at home? 
 Do we have it at a friends place? 
 Do we hire a hall? 
 Do we cater ourselves? 
 Do we arrange for a catering company? 
 Do we go to a Reception Center, if so which one? 
 Do we really need to have a reception? 
 
Let’s start with the first one.  No, you don’t need to have a 

reception.  An alternative, if you only have a small guest list, is to go to 
your friendly restaurant, or nothing at all.  Perhaps a stroll along the beach 
or walk in the woods. 

 
The main question that controls all or most of these decisions is 

MONEY. What is it going to cost. Can we afford it? 
 
Only you can answer most of these questions.  The Reception 

Center is by far the easiest, the simplest, the most exciting and need not be 
the most expensive. An alternative to an evening weekend wedding is to 
be married on a week day, say a Friday or a Monday.  This may not be as 
silly as you first thought. 

 
Approach a Reception Center and get a quote for a mid-week 

Reception.  Comparing with a weekend, you will usually be very surprised 
as to how much you will save and a great deal of companies now allow 
workers to have days off during the week, for various reasons. 

 
Also why not have a Brunch, say a wedding at 11 am and a 

reception at 12 noon to finish at 2 p.m. or 3 p.m.?  That allows the 
Reception Center to have the more traditional reception at 6 pm, after you 
and you guests have departed for the hotel. An advantage, is that you both 
manage to get to bed sober and not tired out, so that you are able to spend 
precious moments of tenderness and love with and for each other.  With 
this kind of Reception comes also added advantages that Photographers, 
Videographers, and Wedding Cars are easier to obtain and will sometimes 
come down in price.  Not that I am suggesting that price should dominate 
everything.  One does have to balance Quality, Price, and Value for 
money against each other.   
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Should you use a catering company or do it yourself?  A caterer is 
an option whether you have the reception at your place, or at a friend’s 
place or in a hall.  Unless you have an army of great friends who you 
would like not to be friends with ever again, then do it yourself.  Even if 
your family says, “We will do it,” DON’T and I repeat, DO NOT THINK 
ABOUT DOING THE CATERING AND THE RECEPTION 
YOURSELVES. 

 
I’ve seen the calmest of people, the most organized of people, the 

best cooks in the world, the best in the world of everything, just unable to 
cope with it all and I’ll make another bold statement YOU WILL HAVE 
YOUR WORK CUT OUT JUST GETTING YOURSELVES READY.  
NEVER MIND YOUR GUESTS, THINK ABOUT YOURSELVES. 

 
It is your day, remember.  Do you want to be absolutely drained, 

exhausted and in a high state of stress simply due to you saving a few 
dollars on doing the reception yourselves?  Well do you?  The answer 
should be, “NO”.  If the answer is, “YES” all I can say is “I TOLD YOU,” 
before the event! 

 
OK, I’ve labored that I know, although I really think that it is 

needed it and I make no apology for it. 
 
A good Catering firm is worth their weight in gold.  Yes, I said A 

GOOD CATERING FIRM.  How do you find a good one among all of the 
ones that are listed in the varying publications out there?  With great 
difficulty! If you stick to the following steps, the journey will be made less 
of a nightmare. 

 
Ask your friends who have similar standards to yourselves.  If your 

friends don’t know, then ask your friends to ask their friends until you find 
someone who has been to an outside function where there was an outside 
catering company.  The next move is to find out who paid the bill or 
check. It’s no use asking the people whom the event was for.  It’s more 
important to ask the people who actually paid the bill. 

 
They will tell you the truth for sure, absolutely.  They’ve paid for 

the reception so they will tell you if they were satisfied, or unsatisfied, as 
the case may be. 

 
Look in the local papers. Look in the Telephone Directories, but 

the key is, ask the people who not only went to the event but those who 
paid for it. 
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When you do contact a possible caterer, ASK, ASK, ASK. 
 

• Ask if they do the cooking themselves? 
• Do they supply all utensils? 
• Do they supply all staff? 
• Will they supply staff for serving drinks? 
• Is the food all prepared and cooked prior on 

their premises? 
• Are the eating utensils of high quality (i.e. 

china, crystal, silver etc.)? 
• How soon do they arrive prior to the 

reception? 
• Do they require electricity? If so how many 

points? 
• Can they supply references from previous 

clients? 
• Please send samples of suggested menus. 

 
Then when you have all this information you will be in a position 

to make a calculated decision.  If after all this you are unable to make a 
decision, revert to a large piece of paper and divide it into two with the 
pros and the cons.  That way it is often easier to see which one comes out 
on top.  Always remember, Ask, Ask and Ask again.  I guess it’s similar to 
the Real Estate Motto, Position, Position, Position. 

 
Well I do hope that that this has assisted you with Reception 

Centers.  Go and visit them, I have not found a poor one.  They will, I’m 
sure, do all to assist you and most have been in business for a long, long 
time.  By visiting them you will be able to see what the standard of the 
premises is.  The next to be discussed is the Photographer and or 
Videographer.  Do you need both?  Is one better than the other, or do they 
complement one another? 

 
 



 

Wedding Ceremonies and More 
Rev. William Moffitt D.D.                                                                Page 8                      

PHOTOGRAPHERS and VIDEOGRAPHERS 
 
This group of people spends more time with you than anyone else. 
 
The photographer is generally with the Bride while she is going 

into the final stages of preparation.  (S)/he will photograph the Groom and 
the Groomsmen, then the Bride when she eventually arrives at the venue 
for the ceremony.  Brides, be on time for your ceremony. Being late 
causes for all involved and can be horrendous.  Please be on time. 

 
The photographer will usually be with you right up to when you 

depart.  It’s a long day for them. 
 
It is a very large responsibility, which they carry with no room for 

error, except to have two or more cameras.  The photographer really does 
have to work hard and fast. 

 
But what about you?  What do you look for in order to obtain a 

good Photographer, one that will capture your memories with flair, style 
panache and reliability? 

 
Personality needs to be high on the agenda.  “Why”, I hear you 

ask? 
 
I’ve seen photographers upset the entire bridal party and the guests 

by their attitude.  Personality needs to be very high as this person is with 
you and your guests a long time and the photographer will come into 
contact with each and every one of your guests at some time or another.  
Group photos and individual photos all touch on you and your guests at 
some time during the proceedings.  It is very important to have 
personality, coupled with talent. 

 
Anyone can become a photographer.  Anyone can operate a 

camera, especially these days with automatic focus and automatic lenses, 
but not everyone has the ability to achieve rapport, make people relax, 
remain calm when all around is making whoopee and work almost non 
stop for 8 hours plus.  The photographer starts the day hours prior to the 
ceremony, checking equipment, removing any possible chance of anything 
going wrong.  He or she should produce quality prints with flair and 
artistry, be creative, look after you both, and then go away into a dark 
room and produce proofs for all to compare, often with their own photos.  
That’s what all your guests will do as soon as they see the proofs!  I 
guarantee it. 
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OK, so how do you find this super person? Again ASK! ASK! 
ASK!  

 
Look in the local newspapers.  Look in the telephone directories, 

go and see the previous work that they have done.  Ask if you can contact 
a previous Bride and Groom.  Why not?  After all, they’ve had dealings 
with the photographer and parted with their hard-earned money, so they 
will tell you the truth, hopefully. 

 
Ask how long they have been doing photography, especially 

wedding photography.  There’s a huge difference between taking a 
photograph of a building and real live vibrant people who move around.  
Most people really do not enjoy having their photo being taken, so ensure 
that the photographer is a people person. 

 
There are some photographers who will take the photos and 

develop them and then give you the negatives, so that you can go along 
and enlarge them yourselves.  Do your own album and order the prints, 
which your guests want.  It really is a personal preference.  Either way is a 
good way. 

 
Now the video.  Much applies to the Videographer as applies to 

the Photographer.  Anyone can operate a video camera, but how many can 
really capture the event with style, class and artistic flair.  Not many.  
Believe me. I’ve seen them.  If you want a job done properly have it done 
by a professional. 

 
Do you need both?  My answer is yes and the reason that I say this, 

is this, a still photographer is a still photographer.  He or she will capture 
the moment, the memory on paper.  With a video, the movement is 
captured and much more is captured for you to treasure and look at, to 
giggle and laugh at over and over again. 

 
To look at this another way, imagine going to the movies and the 

film is shown as thousands even millions of slides.  Do you think that you 
would still capture the emotion, the laughter, the sadness, that you would 
have if this was shown in the normal way? 
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CLOTHES 
 
This is of course a very personal issue and brings out lots of side 

issues, such as do we rent?  Do we buy? 
 
My personal view is that it depends on what you are going to wear. 
 
Is it going to be a formal event or is it going to be an informal 

event?  If the marriage is going to be a formal one with a full traditional 
white dress and the groom in a dinner suit and you both have 2 or 3 
attendants each, then really consider renting.  If on the other hand, it’s 
going to be an informal marriage, then consider purchase.  You will still 
be able to wear and use the garments afterwards. I do consider paying 
$1000 plus for a wedding dress to be worn for 6 hours as extravagant, 
when that money can be put into the home.  Yes OK, if you have the 
money and that isn’t an issue then go ahead, buy the gown of your dreams.  
Let the dream and your happiness be with you.  Please don’t let me or 
anyone else stop you from doing what you want to do, because it is an 
event that you will treasure for many, many years to follow. 

 
Colors: yes white for the Bride has always been the traditional 

color and I guess will remain that way for many years to come.  Just 
because you may have been living together for some time doesn’t mean 
that you can’t wear white.  It may be a second or third wedding, so what.  
If that’s the color that you want, then go for it. Enjoy yourselves. 

 
I’ve seen Grooms wearing all types of clothes, knowing full well 

that they are wearing the outfit just to please their wife to be and the pain 
and discomfort shows on their faces!  If the groom is an outside worker 
who never ever wears a shirt and a tie and never will ever again, really is it 
fair to expect him to get dressed into something that he’s going is hate and 
the only thing that he can think of is to get out of these clothes and into 
something more comfortable?  Let’s think of a compromise and yes there 
often is. 

 
So you really want the man of your dreams to wear a suit and shirt 

and tie or bow tie?  Before the day, start getting him into the routine of 
wearing a casual shirt and tie, say one evening a week, even if it’s only 
inside the house.  Do this for a month prior to the wedding so that he will 
feel much more comfortable on the day.  He will feel more at ease and not 
be churning up inside.  This alone will assist in diminishing the nerves to a 
large extent and make the day much more relaxed for you both. 
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TRANSPORTATION 
 
Transport to and from your respective homes, Church, Reception 

center and to the Hotel or wherever, really needs to be thought about. 
 
There are lots of Limousine companies and some have really 

superb Vintage cars.  If you really want to be different how about arriving 
on a Harley motorcycle, or by horse and carriage? 

 
Whatever your preference please plan it and seek guidance on the 

time and route that you will take, remember the bride does need to be on 
time.  Who ever came up with the “It’s traditional for the bride to be late”, 
should be shot!  I’d really like to reverse it and make it “It’s traditional for 
the bride to be early” and catch out all the guests who arrive 20 minutes 
and even 30 minutes late.  Yes, they do! 

 
So you’ve arrived at the reception and you are tired and really want 

to get into a nice warm bed.  Oh dear, I know let’s call a taxi.  Now it’s 
11:30 at night. What time do you think taxi operators are at their busiest.  
Yes you guessed it,   11 pm onwards.  Plan your journey.  Book in 
advance.  With computers these days, which most of the taxi fleets operate 
under, the possibility of the taxi car not arriving is fairly remote, although 
it does happen.  I’ll not say that it doesn’t, all I’m saying is, that it is very 
remote. 
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FLOWERS 
 
Fresh or Silk, again it’s a personal preference.  
 

MUSIC 
 
Do we have a Disc Jockey? 
Do we have a Juke Box? 
Do we have live Musicians, playing live music? 
It’s really up to you both and the cost. An interesting concept is a 

combination of all three and there are people who sing and play varying 
instruments and play music to your style and preference. No, not overly 
expensive. Check them out. 

 
MASTER of CEREMONIES 

 
Public speaking is the top fear of the majority of all people, so who 

do you get to do this very important task?  He or she is only needed during 
the meal at the reception, yet they have the capabilities of really making 
your reception go along with a zing.  A professional speaker, one who is 
very experienced in talking WITH people and not AT or TO people, is 
valuable to the whole atmosphere and they make the difference in its 
overall success. 

 
Avoid asking relatives.  After all they are your guests and you are 

asking them to work at an event where they should be enjoying 
themselves.  For the small cost it is much more beneficial for you to have 
a person, male or female, who really knows what they are doing and will 
do it with panache.  Often this can be a DJ. 
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PROFESSIONAL WEDDING CONSULTANTS 
 
 

If after reading all of this it still seems much too big and 
horrendous, then another option is to go along to one of the many 
professional companies who will gladly do all the work for you and on 
your behalf. 

 
Yes, it will cost you money but because of the buying power that 

these people have and their knowledge, they are able to look after you 
with respect and know all the pitfalls of organizing your marriage from the 
very, very beginning all the way through to the end.  These people are 
experts in there own field.  They organize small events and very large 
events 

 
The cost to you could be less than you think..  Give them a call.  

After all, you will never know if you don’t ASK. 
 
Have a wonderful time and enjoy yourselves. 
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A FEW ANSWERS TO A FEW ODD QUESTIONS 
 

• Question: The partner, to whom I am to be married; is still 
overseas, or not able to apply for the marriage license 
together, can I still apply for the license on my own? 

 
Answer: No. Both of you have to be together to sign the  
application and obtain the marriage license. 

 
• Question: My other partner is still married, although they 

have applied for the divorce. Can we still arrange for the 
marriage? 

 
Answer: No. On the application you need to place the date  
of the divorce and not an intended date. 

 
• Question: Can people of the same sex get legally married? 

 
Answer: In California it is now legal for people of the same  

            sex to get married.  In other states generally the options that  
            are open to you in this situation are, arrange for a Blessing  
            Ceremony or an Affirmation of Vows Ceremony. This will  
            appear to all watching that you are being married. 
 

• Question: I want to be married in the nude. Is that all right? 
 

Answer: Yes. That’s fine. Finding a Minister, Celebrant or  
Officiant could be a problem and you may not have a  
selection to choose from, especially if you are insisting that  
the person performing the ceremony is in the same attire as  
yourselves. 

 
• Question: My partner can’t speak or is vocally impaired in 

the language of the country. How could they say the vows? 
 

Answer: In this situation an Interpreter is required and they  
need to sign to verify that they acted in this manner.  Again  
your Minister and or Celebrant has all this information. 

 
• Question: What if the wedding is outdoors and it rains on 

the wedding day? 
 

Answer: We all get wet is the short answer, although what  
generally happens is the ceremony is changed to another  
venue or the time of the ceremony is altered providing that  
this is suitable for all concerned, especially the Minister.  
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• Question: The Bride or Groom is in the hospital and we 

still want to get married on the day as arranged? 
 

Answer: The ceremony takes place in the hospital,  
providing that (for medical reasons) the hospital and the  
Doctors will allow it. 

 
• Question: We want to get married in a park. Do we need to 

do anything? 
 

Answer: You will need to contact the owner of the park,  
generally the County or City, in order to make sure that  
nobody else is being married on that day and time and it is  
also common courtesy. Public parks are yes, public, but the  
county or City still like to be informed as to what is taking  
place, especially if a large number of people are to be  
gathered. 

 
• Question: Do we need a rehearsal? 

 
Answer: That is between you and the Minister, I consider  
that a rehearsal is pointless unless everybody and I mean  
everybody in the Bridal party, is present. That way  
everyone knows what all is happening; when, why and  
where. I’ve seen the most complicated of all marriage  
ceremonies destroyed because one person was not present  
at the rehearsal. In my many years of performing  
ceremonies I’ve attended many  rehearsals.  But, rehearsals  
tend to increase the nervousness of people in the bridal  
party and really the ceremony is indeed very easy and  
simple. The hardest thing is for the bride to walk behind her  
bridal party and to stand in beside of her husband to be. 

 
• Question: What’s the difference between a minister and a 

non-denominational reverend? 
 
Answer: A minister is generally tied to a church and a non- 
denominational reverend is free to conduct any ceremony the way  
that you want. Most reverends will dress and conduct the  
ceremony the way and in the manner that you would like. Apart  
from that there is not a great deal of difference. 
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WEDDING CEREMONIES 
 

CEREMONY NO: 1 General Fully Complete 
 
Who brings this woman to marry this man? (optional) 
 
This is the time which you have chosen to become husband and 

wife. We are here not only to witness your commitment to each other, but 
to wish you both every happiness in your future life together. 

 
Within its framework of loyalty and commitment, marriage 

enables the establishment of a home, where through tolerance, patience 
and respect, the love and affection which you have for each other may 
develop into a deep and lasting relationship. 

 
READING:  1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

 
Love is patient and kind, it is never jealous. 
Love is never boastful or conceited, it is never rude or 
selfish, it does not take offence and is not resentful. 
Love takes no pleasure in other peoples faults, 
but delights in the truth. 
It is always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope,  
it is always ready to endure whatever comes. 
True love does not come to an end. 
 
Before you are joined in marriage in my presence and in the 

presence of these your family, friends and witnesses, I am to remind you 
of the solemn and firm nature of the relationship into which you both are 
about to enter. 

 
MARRIAGE VOWS 

 
I (Groom’s Name) affirm my love to you (Bride’s Name) as I 

invite you to share my life. I promise always to respect your needs. I will 
endeavor through kindness, unselfishness and trust to achieve the warm 
rich life we now look forward to. To this end, I call upon all present to 
witness that I take you to be my lawful wedded wife. 

 
I (Bride’s Name) affirm my love to you (Groom’s Name) as I 

invite you to share my life. I promise always to respect your needs. I will 
endeavor through kindness, unselfishness and trust to achieve the warm 
rich life we now look forward to. To this end, I call upon all present to 
witness that I take you to be my lawful wedded husband. 
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RING VOWS 
 
(Bride’s Name) with this ring, a token and pledge of the vow made 

between us, I thee wed. 
 
(Groom’s Name) with this ring, a token and pledge of the vow 

made between us, I thee wed. 
 
As you have consented together in Lawful marriage in the presence 

of these your family, friends and witnesses and by the giving and 
receiving of two rings and by the authority vested in me, I now pronounce 
you to be Husband and Wife. 
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CEREMONY NO: 2 General Fully Complete 
 
Who brings this woman to marry this man? (Optional) 
 
Friends, I call upon everyone here present to be a fellow witness 

with me in the marriage between (Groom’s Name) and (Bride’s Name). 
We are here to wish them well and every happiness for their future life 
together. 

 
Marriage is founded upon sincerity and understanding which leads 

to tolerance, confidence and trust. It involves respect for each other’s 
feelings and weaknesses and faults. You believe that those qualities, which 
have attracted you both to each other, can be best spent together. 

 
A happy marriage will enable you to establish a home, with love 

and stability, where your family and friends will always be welcome and 
which will be a base from which the influence of your shared and we hope 
strengthened life today, can extend. 

 
READING 

 
Love one another, but make not a bond of love, 
let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of our souls. 
Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you 
be alone, even as the strings of a lute are alone, 
though they quiver with the same music. 
Give your hearts, but not into each others keeping, 
for only the hand of life can contain your hearts. 
Stand together, yet not too near together. 
For the pillars of the temple stand apart and the oak 
and the cypress grow not in each other’s shadow. 
(Written by KAHLIL GIBRAN) 
 
Before you are joined together in marriage in my presence and in 

the presence of these your family, friends and witnesses, I am to remind 
you of the serious and binding nature of the relationship you are now 
about to enter. Marriage as most of understand it, is a voluntary and full 
commitment of a man to a woman and a woman to a man. It is made in the 
deepest sense to the exclusion of all others and is entered into with the 
desire, hope and firm intention that it will last for life. 

At this point of the ceremony I ask if there is anyone who knows of 
any reason as to why (Groom’s Name) and (Bride’s Name) should not be 
joined in marriage, and if so, to speak now or forever hold your peace. 

(Optional) 
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VOWS 
 
I (Groom’s Name) affirm my love to you (Bride’s Name),  
as I invite you to share my life. 
I promise always to respect your needs. 
I will endeavor through kindness, unselfishness and trust to  
achieve the warm rich lives we now look forward to. 
To this end I call upon all present to witness that I take you to be  
my lawful wedded wife, to have and to hold from this day forward,  
for better or for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness  
and in health while we both shall live. 
 
I (Bride’s Name) affirm my love to you (Groom’s Name),  
as I invite you to share my life. 
I promise always to respect your needs. 
I will endeavor through kindness, unselfishness and trust to  
achieve the warm rich lives we now look forward to. 
To this end I call upon all present to witness that I take you to be  
my lawful wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day  
forward, for better or for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness  
and in health while we both shall live. 
 

RING VOWS 
 
(Bride’s Name), with this ring I thee wed.  Take it and wear it as a  
pledge of my love and as a symbol of all we shall share. 
 
(Groom’s Name), with this ring I thee wed. Take it and wear it as a  
pledge of my love and as a symbol of all we shall share. 
 
You have declared before all of us that you will live together in  
marriage. 
You have made special promises to each other, which have  
been symbolized by the joining of hands, the taking of vows and  
the giving and receiving of two rings. 
 
By the authority vested in me, I now pronounce you to be  
Husband and Wife. 
 
Now that the ceremony is over and the experience of living day by  
day as married people is about to begin, go and meet it gladly,  
although before you do it is customary for the Bride and Groom to  
embrace and kiss each other. 
 
Presentation of the Bride and Groom to your family and friends. 
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CEREMONY NO: 3 General Fully Complete 
 
Who brings this woman to marry this man?  
 
(response)   
 
This is the time you have chosen to become husband and wife. We 

are here, not only to witness your commitment to each other, but also to 
wish you both every happiness in your future life together. 

 
Within its framework of commitment and loyalty marriage enables 

the establishment of a home, where through trust, patience and respect, the 
love and affection which you have for each other may develop into a deep 
and lasting relationship. 

 
We who are witnessing your marriage, hope that despite the 

stresses inevitable in any life your Love, Respect for each other, your trust 
and understanding of each other will increase your contentment and 
heighten your joy in living. 

 
 
 

READING:  by Walter Pinder 
 

Everyday you live, learn how to receive love with as much 
understanding as you give it. 

 
Find things within yourself, then you can share them with each 

other. Do not fear this love.  Have an open heart and a sincere mind.  Be 
sincerely interested in each other’s happiness.  Be constant and consistent 
in your love.  From this comes security and strength.  All that we love 
deeply becomes a part of us on this day of your marriage.  Try to commit 
yourselves fully and freely to each other. 

 
Before you are joined in marriage in my presence and the presence 

of these your family, friends and witnesses, I am to remind you of the 
serious and binding nature of the relationship you are now about to enter. 

 
Minister I shall now ask you to make your marriage vows. 
 
Minister:  (Groom’s Name) will you take (Bride’s Name) to be 

your lawful wife, will you love her, honor and keep her in sickness and in 
health and forsaking all others keep only unto her so long as you both shall 
live. 

 
Response: I will. 
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Minister:  (Bride’s Name) will you take (Groom’s Name) to be 

your lawful husband, will you love him, honor and keep him in sickness 
and in health and forsaking all others keep only unto him so long as you 
both shall live. 

 
Response: I will. 
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RING VOWS 
 
Groom:  (Bride’s Name), with this ring, I thee wed. 
 
Bride:  (Groom’s Name), with this ring, I thee wed. 
 
Minister:  You have consented together to be bound to one another 

in lawful marriage. You have made special promises to each other which 
have been symbolized by the joining of hands, taking of vows and by the 
giving and receiving of rings. 

 
By the authority vested in me, according to the laws of 

(Wherever), I now pronounce you to be husband and wife. Now that the 
ceremony is over and the experience of living day by day is about to 
begin, go and meet it gladly. 

 
Embrace of Couple. 
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CEREMONY NO: 4 General Slightly Different 
 
Welcome to all friends and family on this beautiful and joyful day, 

(Bride’s and Groom’s Name) have asked me to extend a very warm 
welcome to you on this their wedding day. 

 
Friends, I call upon everyone here to be a fellow witness with me 

in the marriage of (Bride’s and Groom’s Names).  We are here to celebrate 
with them, and wish them every happiness for their future life together. 

 
Many of us would easily describe (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) as 

being tender and loving. Yet on this occasion they are also being both 
brave and daring.  

 
As Lord Byron once said, 
 
"The bravest are the tenderest and the loving are the daring".   
 
They dare to give truly of themselves, and do so with confidence 

that they will better who they are as individuals, as a husband, as a wife, 
and God-willing as parents.  As it has been said, Marriage is not a union 
merely between two individuals -- it is a union between two souls and the 
intention of that bond is to perfect the nature of both. 

 
To better express their thoughts on this day, (Bride’s and Groom’s 

Names) have selected the following readings: 
 

READING:  inserted from Reading Section. 
 

A good marriage is founded on respect, trust, love and confidence. 
We believe that those qualities, which have attracted you both to each 
other, can be best developed during a life spent together.  

 
Before you are joined together in marriage in my presence and in 

the presence of these your family and witnesses, we wish to acknowledge 
that you both come to this ceremony as complete individuals, who bearing 
free and unconstrained souls understand the profoundness of this lifetime 
commitment. 

 
At this stage of the ceremony I ask if there be anyone who knows 

of any reason as to why (Names of Bride and Groom) should not be joined 
in marriage. Speak now or forever hold your peace. 
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VOWS:  inserted from Vows section. 
 
Minister:  I shall now ask you to make your marriage vows to each 

other. 
  
Do you (Groom’s Name), take (Bride’s Name) to be your lawful 

wedded wife, to have and to hold, for better for worse, for richer for 
poorer, in sickness and in health, forsaking all others so long as you both 
shall live? 

 
(Groom):  I do 
 
Minister:  Do you (Bride’s Name), take (Groom’s Name) to be 

your lawful wedded husband, to have and to hold, for better for worse, for 
richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, forsaking all others so long as 
you both shall live? 

 
(Bride):  I do 
 

RINGS VOWS 
 
(Groom’s Name), repeat after me:  "With this ring, I thee wed. 

Take it and wear it as a symbol of my unending love for you" 
 
(Bride’s Name), repeat after me:  "With this ring, I thee wed. Take 

it and wear it as a symbol of my unending love for you" 
 
Now you have consented together in lawful marriage in the 

presence of your family, friends and witnesses.  You have made special 
promises to each other, which have been symbolized by the joining of 
hands, taking of vows and the giving and receiving of two rings.  

 
By the authority vested in me as a Minister in the State of 

Wherever, I now pronounce you to be husband and wife. 
 
(Groom’s Name), you many now kiss the bride. 
 
Now that the ceremony is over we wish you every happiness in 

your life together, go and meet it gladly. 
 
Friends, it is now my great pleasure to introduce to you, the very 

happy couple (Names of couple).  "May joy and fresh days of love 
accompany your hearts." 
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CEREMONY NO: 5 General with Sand Ceremony 
 
Who brings this woman to marry this man? 
 
Happiness in marriage is not something that just happens.  A good 

marriage must be created.  In the art of marriage, the little things are the 
big things. 

 
It is never being too old to hold hands. It is remembering to say, “I 

love you”. It is at no time taking the other for granted. It is having a 
mutual sense of values and common objectives; it is standing together 
facing the world. It is doing things for each other, not in the attitude of 
duty or sacrifice, but in the spirit of joy. It is not expecting perfection in 
each other.   

 
It is cultivating flexibility, patience, understanding, and a sense of 

humor. It is having a capacity to forgive and forget. It is establishing a 
relationship in which the independence is equal, the dependence is mutual, 
and the obligation is reciprocal. It is a common search for the good and the 
beautiful. It is not marrying the right partner; it is being the right partner. It 
is discovering that your love for one another at its best will never lose 
sight of or be blotted out by the common place experiences of life. 

 
And it is remembering that remaining devoted, confident and 

hopeful in one another are the secret ingredients, which will help you to 
remain two very happy people, richer for your oneness. 

 
(Groom’s Name), will you take (Bride’s Name) to be your wife, 

will you continue to be loving and caring, to comfort her, to protect your 
love for her, cherishing her, honoring and respecting her and your 
promises to her throughout all the events of your lives together? 

 
(Bride’s Name), will you take (Groom’s Name) to be your 

husband, will you continue to be loving and caring, to comfort him, to 
protect your love for him, cherishing him, honoring and respecting him 
and your promises to him throughout all the events of your lives together? 
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VOWS 
 
Today I give myself to you and ask for your tomorrows.  I promise 

to love you more than anyone else can; to give you my strength and ask 
for yours in return; to help you in good times and in bad.  I give you all 
my trust and ask you to accept me as your husband. 

 
Today I give myself to you and ask for your tomorrows.  I promise 

to love you more than anyone else can; to give you my strength and ask 
for yours in return; to help you in good times and in bad.  I give you all 
my trust and ask you to accept me as your wife. 
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RING CEREMONY 
 
(Groom’s Name), take this ring as a symbol of my devotion to you, 

of the gift of love that has come to us and my desire to live my life with 
you. 

 
(Bride’s Name), take this ring as a symbol of my devotion to you, 

of the gift of love that has come to us and my desire to live my life with 
you. 

 
SAND CEREMONY 

 
This sand is symbolic of two people as two separate people in their 

own right. By the joining of these two colors of sand into one, this 
symbolizes the strength and unity of two into one, depicting, (Bride’s and 
Groom’s Names) belief that together they can become greater than each 
could alone. 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names), you have expressed your love to 

one another by the giving of a commitment and the promises you have just 
made.  So it is with these in mind and by the authority given to me I 
pronounce that you are husband and wife. 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names), you may seal your promises with a 

kiss. 
 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names), never forget the beginning of your 

love for one another, take care of it, nurture it, and allow it to grow strong 
and firm in the years that are to come.  Always concentrate on making 
each other feel happy and secure in your commitment to one another.  
Always rely on your ability to keep the promises you have made to one 
another today and always love one another. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, may I present to you Mr. and Mrs. (Names) 
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CEREMONY NO: 6 General with Vows and Candle 
Ceremony (Short) 

 
This is a short ceremony that a couple requested with only the Ring 

Vows and a Candle Ceremony. 
 

RING VOWS 
 
(Bride’s Name) with this ring I thee wed.  Take it and wear it as a 

symbol of all we shall share. 
 
(Groom’s Name) with this ring I thee wed.  Take it and wear it as a 

symbol of all we shall share. 
 

CANDLE CEREMONY 
 
Minister:  These two candles are symbolic of two people as two 

separate people in there own right. By the joining of two candles into one, 
this symbolizes the strength and the unity of two into one. Depicting 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names)’s belief that together they can become 
greater than each could alone. The side candles remain burning to further 
symbolize the continuing importance of the individual integrity within the 
marriage relationship. 

 
Minister:  You (Couples Names) have declared before all of us that 

you will live together in marriage.  You have made special promises to 
each other, which have been symbolized by the joining of hands, taking of 
vows and the giving and receiving of two rings, and the lighting of the 
candle, representing strength and unity. 

 
I now pronounce you to be husband and wife.  Now that the 

ceremony is over and the experience of living day by day is about to 
begin, go and meet it gladly. 
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CEREMONY NO: 7 General with Rose Ceremony 
 
Who brings this woman to marry this man? 
 
Happiness in marriage is not something that just happens.   
A good marriage must be created.  In the art of marriage,  
the little things are the big things… 
 
It is never being too old to hold hands. 
It is remembering to say, “I love you.” 
It is at no time taking the other for granted. 
It is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives;  
it is standing together facing the world. 
It is doing things for each other, not in the attitude of duty or  
sacrifice, but in the spirit of joy. 
It is not expecting perfection in each other.   
It is cultivating flexibility, patience, understanding, and a sense of  
humor. 
It is having a capacity to forgive and forget. 
It is establishing a relationship in which the independence is equal,  
the dependence is mutual, and the obligation is reciprocal. 
It is a common search for the good and the beautiful. 
It is not marrying the right partner; it is being the right partner. 
It is discovering that your love for one another at its best will never  
lose sight of or be blotted out by the common place experiences of  
life. 
And it is remembering that remaining devoted, confident and  
hopeful in one another are the secret ingredients, which will help  
you to remain two very happy people, richer for your oneness. 
 

PRELIMINARY VOWS 
 
(Groom’s Name), will you take (Bride’s Name) to be your wife, 

will you continue to be loving and caring, to comfort her, to protect your 
love for her, cherishing her, honoring and respecting her and your 
promises to her throughout all the events of your lives together? 

 
(Bride’s Name), will you take (Groom’s Name) to be your 

husband, will you continue to be loving and caring, to comfort him, to 
protect your love for him, cherishing him, honoring and respecting him 
and your promises to him throughout all the events of your lives together? 
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VOWS 
 
Today I give myself to you and ask for your tomorrows.  I promise 

to love you more than anyone else can; to give you my strength and ask 
for yours in return; to help you in good times and in bad.  I give you all 
my trust and ask you to accept me as your husband. 

 
Today I give myself to you and ask for your tomorrows.  I promise 

to love you more than anyone else can; to give you my strength and ask 
for yours in return; to help you in good times and in bad.  I give you all 
my trust and ask you to accept me as your wife. 

 
RING CEREMONY 

 
(Bride’s Name), take this ring as a symbol of my devotion to you, 

of the gift of love that has come to us and my desire to live my life with 
you. 

 
(Groom’s Name), take this ring as a symbol of my devotion to you, 

of the gift of love that has come to us and my desire to live my life with 
you. 

 
PRONOUNCEMENT 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names), you have expressed your love to 

one another by the giving of a commitment and the promises you have just 
made.  So it is with these in mind and by the authority given to me ,I 
pronounce that you are husband and wife. 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names), you may seal your promises with a 

kiss. 
 

ROSE CEREMONY (MOTHERS) 
 
Marriage is a coming together of two lives, and a celebration of the 

love of two people.  But it is more.  The love that (Bride's and Groom's 
Names) feel for one another is the flowering of a seed their parents planted 
in their hearts years ago.  As they embrace one another in their love, so do 
they embrace the families, which have been brought together on this 
happy occasion.  As a token of their love for their families, (Bride's and 
Groom's Names) would like to offer these symbols of eternal love, these 
roses, to their mothers. 



 

Wedding Ceremonies and More 
Rev. William Moffitt D.D.                                                                Page 31                      

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names), never forget the beginning of your 

love for one another, take care of it, nurture it, and allow it to grow strong 
and firm in the years that are to come.  Always concentrate on making 
each other feel happy and secure in your commitment to one another.  
Always rely on your ability to keep the promises you have made to one 
another today and always love one another. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, may I present to you Mr. and Mrs. (Name). 
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CEREMONY NO: 8 Rose Ceremony only 
 
 

ROSE CEREMONY 
 

Like a journey along a road, marriage has its ups and downs, its 
rough thorny parts and its smooth parts. 

These roses have a similar message, as you examine the branch it 
can be seen that the outer part is smooth and shiny and that at irregular 
intervals, a spike or a bump appears.  As we travel along the smooth 
surface and circumnavigate the bumps we arrive at the beautiful petals of 
the rose which reminds us all of the beauty, the elegance of life.  (Bride 
and Grooms Names) as you now travel along your journey of marriage 
and love for each other, I ask you to remember the message of the rose.  
(Bride and Grooms Names) I offer you each a rose as a symbol of the 
journey you begin today. 

 
(Minister gives a rose to Bride and Groom) 
 
Give each other a rose at very regular intervals in your future life, 

so as to remind you and each other that the journey is truly worth it.  At 
the end, the glory, the beauty and the elegance is well worth the bumps 
and the spikes along the way. 

As a token of your journey and to fully experience the excitement 
and the spirit of giving each other a rose, I now offer you this opportunity. 

 
(Bride and Groom, offer the roses to each other) 
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CEREMONY NO: 9 General including Children 
(Short) 

 
Welcome and thank you all for coming to the event and marriage 

of the year. 
 
As you all know (Bride’s and Groom’s Names), are very special 

people with fantastic individual special tastes. This ceremony is going to 
be no different, it will be sincere, just as their love for each other is also 
sincere. 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names) have been together now for a few 

years and had exciting times together. They have also experienced family 
life and today this is more than just a wedding ceremony, this is also a 
joining together of (Bride's and Groom's Names) and (Children’s Names), 
as a family. 

 
When one looks at this family one sees the energy and the love for 

each and everyone. So I ask (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) to join hands 
and exchange their vows between each other. 

 
(Groom’s Name) will you take (Bride’s Name) as your wife, will 

you continue to love her and only her? The love you have is special and 
the love you have for (Children’s Name’s) is also special. Will you take 
(Bride’s Name) and promise to care for her as your own? 

 
Will you promise also to bring breakfast in bed to (Bride’s Name) 

as often as you can?  Response:  I WILL. 
 
(Bride’s Name) will you take (Groom’s Name) as your Husband, 

will you continue to love him and only him? The love you have is special 
and the love you have for (Children’s Name’s) is also special.  

 
Will you promise also to bring breakfast in bed to (Groom’s 

Name) as often as you can?  Response:   I WILL. 
 
I now declare you married and announce you as man & wife. 
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CEREMONY NO: 10 General Modern Alternative 
 
Welcome to you all gathered here today for (Bride’s and Groom’s 

Names), wedding. 
 
It was the great medieval philosopher, Thomas Aquinas, who, 

when asked to define true love, said that it was "To will the good of the 
other person".  If you truly love someone you want their success, their 
happiness, everything that is best for them. In the history of mankind, 
great lovers have died for the one or the ones they love. 

  
Nothing like that is called for here but (Bride’s and Groom’s 

Names) do want you to know why they are getting married today. They 
could have chosen simply to live together.  This unquestionably is a 
"safer" course, would seemingly give them more options, seemingly 
sustain their freedom, and have less risks attached.  They have thought 
about this and have decided that for them it is not enough. 

 
They see this ceremony today as a stronger commitment to their 

relationship.  They call you together, their friends and family, to make this 
commitment clear to you and to call on your acknowledgement and 
support.  They publicly call on each other to take the relationship more 
seriously. 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names) recognize that they are very happy 

with one another.  They recognize that they would not be happier with 
anyone else that no distant fields are greener. 

 
There is another element in all this. They love each other.  With 

the philosopher, they will each other's good.  They will each other's 
success, fulfillment and happiness. 

 
They know the main danger in a marriage relationship is the 

danger of taking each other for granted, of not appreciating each other 
enough. 

 
So they want to stay aware of each other.  They know they must 

communicate with each other and be open to communication.  This, they 
know, is a lot harder than it sounds. Words must be said softly, listened to 
carefully. 

 
Their relationship must be sustained by the will to express it, the 

loving word, the loving smile, the loving embrace, the loving favor, the 
giving with graciousness and generosity.  They know not to take without 
giving, give without taking.  A true lover knows what the demands of love 
sometimes cost the partner so they will to be sensitive, to be appreciative.  
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And they remind themselves today that they must do these things without 
dominating, without smothering, without suffocating the other. 

 
They have assessed happily that their relationship is for life.  They 

have found each other, they like each other, they love each other, they 
want it to last, they intend it to last, they will it to last. 

 
More than that, they will it to get better, they will it to get deeper.  

They want to be husband and wife.  They want people to look at them and 
quote, as it were, the poet, Homer, who said 800 years before Christ: 

 
"There is nothing nobler or more admirable than when two people 

who see eye to eye keep house as man and wife confounding their enemies 
and delighting their friends." 

 
VOWS:  (select one from Vows Section) 

 
It is with pleasure that I pronounce the joining together in Holy 

Matrimony of (Mr. and Mrs. Name). 
 
Embrace and congratulations by guests. 
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CEREMONY NO: 11 General 
 
We have come here together today to celebrate the marriage and 

reflect the incredible joy of (Bride’s and Groom’s Names), who after 
several dress rehearsals and detours (or, after almost overwhelming 
losses), long after they believed that it was possible, have been given the 
great good fortune of falling in love with one another. 

 
A wedding is the celebration of the miracle of love, and that's what 

we're here to do: to celebrate that miracles do occur all of the time, that at 
any moment, the unexpected can happen and often does.  That after almost 
giving up hope, most inexplicably and wonderfully, the path of our entire 
lives can change. 

 
Marriage is a meditation on our histories as well as on our future, 

on our losses and failures, as well as our hopes and possibilities. So, as 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names) marry each other, it is worthwhile to 
contemplate that they could not and would not be standing before us today 
if they had not followed their own shining star home, and done what they 
intended to do and to deliver themselves to this point in their lives. 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names) you give us hope, and we are 

overjoyed to be your witnesses.  You are the living embodiment of the 
truth that practice does indeed make perfect, that persistence does, in fact 
pay off.  We are touched by your happiness; we are moved by the 
exquisite courage of your love for each other.  It gives us incomparable 
joy to celebrate with you, to be reminded that true love, abiding love, is 
the consequence of the practice of love, and that nothing we do in this life 
is ever wasted or for that matter is forever lost entirely.   

 
READING:  inserted from the Reading Section. 

 
VOWS:  inserted from the Vows Section. 

 
Today we are deeply honored to be present when (Bride’s and 

Groom’s Name) are joined together.  Most of you here are aware of the 
trials and tribulations that they have indeed gone through just to get this 
far.  They also are aware that they have further to go on this journey and 
are fully prepared for that and ask that you join them in spirit, so that they 
will have also your strength. 
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PRAYERS 
 
Thank you everybody.  Both (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) 

acknowledge your presence and thank you.  Ladies and Gentlemen I take 
great pride and privilege in announcing to you and the world the union in 
marriage of Mr. and Mrs. (Name).  Kiss and embrace of the couple. 
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CEREMONY NO: 12 General Short and Sweet 
 
The civil ceremony is the simplest, most immediate and direct of 

all the wedding ceremonies.  It is usually attended only by the Bride, the 
Groom, and any legally required witnesses.  It includes a brief 
introduction, the vows, and the announcement.  If you would like a short 
ceremony then here it is. 

 
Minister or Officiant:  We have come together to unite the two of 

you in marriage, which is an institution ordained by the state and made 
honorable by the faithful keeping of good men and women in all ages, and 
is not to be entered into lightly or unadvisedly. 

 
Then, the Officiant or Minister turns to the Groom and says: 
 
Do you (Groom’s Name) take (Bride’s Name) to be your wife, to 

love, honor, comfort, and cherish from this day forth? 
 
Answer: I do. 
 
Then, turning to the Bride: 
 
Do you (Bride’s Name) take (Groom’s Name) to be your husband, 

to love, honor, comfort and cherish from this day forth? 
 
Answer: I do. 
 

RING VOWS 
 
(Bride’s Name), with this ring I thee wed. 
 
(Groom’s Name), with this ring I thee wed. 
 
 
Minister:  Having pledged yourselves each to the other, I do now, 

by virtue of the authority vested in me by the state of (Wherever), 
pronounce you to be husband and wife. 

 
You may now seal this your marriage by kissing each other. 
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CEREMONY NO: 13 General Modern 
 
Real love in marriage is something beyond the warmth and the 

excitement and romance of being deeply in love.  It is as much about the 
welfare and happiness of your marriage partner as about your own.  But 
real love is not being absorbed in each other.  Love makes burdens lighter 
because you divide them, it makes joys more intense because you share 
them.  It makes you stronger so you can reach out and become involved 
with life in ways you dared not risk alone. 

 
The beautiful thing about love is that it's an experience we share 

with the whole of mankind throughout the world.  And yet, to everyone 
who falls in love, it is the most unique, precious thing in the world.  A 
really happy marriage is founded on love.  There is nothing in life that 
love cannot change.  Love is, of its nature, unselfish, understanding and 
kind.  True love, too, is a commitment of heart and mind.  There can be no 
stronger bond to ensure a happy married life. 

 
Harmonious wedded life is a precious gain to both man and 

woman because, even though marriage increases the scope of 
responsibility, it adds the dimension of love to life, giving it new meaning 
and purpose. 

 
On this day, (Groom’s Name and Bride’s Name) the day of your 

marriage, you are standing somewhat apart from the rest of us as a symbol 
of the open expression of your love.  This is as it should be, but love is not 
meant to be the possession of two people alone.  Rather it should be the 
source of a common energy, which gives you the strength to live your 
lives with joy, happiness and with courage. 

 
READING:  to be inserted from Reading Section. 

 
Giving Away of Bride, this can be Father or any other person: 
 
In ancient times it was the custom for a young woman to be under 

the authority and protection of the man who was the head of the family 
this was usually her father or elder brother.  When she became married 
this responsibility and the authority passed to her husband.  This was the 
origin of the "Giving Away" ceremony.  Times have changed, and so 
indeed have women, but we still remember this as an ancient custom.  
Nowadays however, we like to make it the occasion when the families and 
friends of the bride show their approval of the marriage.  Since you are all 
here, we may take it that this is token enough, and invite (Persons Name 
who is giving the Bride away) to speak on behalf of all present. 
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Who, then, on behalf of all of us, presents this woman to be 
married to this man? 

 
(Person replies) "I do". 

 
PERSONAL VOWS:  inserted here from Vows section. 
 
RING VOWS:  inserted here from Ring Vows section. 

 
READINGS:  Insert another Reading if desired. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, you have today witnessed and seen 

(Groom’s Name and Bride’s Name) declare before you all gathered here.  
They have made very special promises to each other and also to you all.  
They have also symbolized it by the joining of hands, taking of vows and 
by the exchange of rings.  So therefore on behalf of them and on your 
behalf I now formally declare them to be husband and wife. 

 
Embrace of Bride and Groom. 
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CEREMONY NO: 14 General Modern 
 
Friends, I call upon everyone here present to be a fellow witness 

with me in this marriage between (Groom’s Name and Bride’s Name).  
We are here, not only to witness their commitment to each other, but also 
to wish them well and every happiness for their life together. 

 
(Groom’s Name and Bride’s Name) believe marriage is founded 

on that sort of sincerity and understanding, which leads to tolerance, confi-
dence and trust.  They feel it involves respect for each other's individuality 
and that most difficult of tasks, the acceptance of each other's weaknesses, 
prejudices and faults.  They believe too that those qualities, which have 
attracted each to the other and brought them here today, can obviously be 
best developed during a life spent together.  A happy marriage, they both 
know, will enable them to establish a home where there will be love and 
stability, where you, their family and also their friends will find welcome, 
peace, harmony and support, and which will be a base from which the 
influence of their shared, and we hope strengthened life today by this 
wedding ceremony, can extend. 

 
READING:  Insert your Reading from the Reading section. 

 
Now I, (Minister’s Name) am duly authorized by the law of this 

country to solemnize this, your marriage, and before you, (Groom’s Name 
and Bride’s Name) are joined together in marriage in my presence and in 
the presence of these, your family and friends, I am bound, to remind you 
publicly of the solemn, the serious and the binding nature of the 
relationship into which you both are now about to enter. 

 
Marriage, as most of us understand it is the voluntary and full 

commitment of a man to a woman and a woman to a man; it is made in the 
deepest sense to the exclusion of all others, and is entered into with the 
desire, the hope and the firm intention that it will last for life. 

 
VOWS:  Insert your Vows from the Vows section. 

 
RING VOWS:  Insert your Ring Vows from the Ring section. 

 
Today (Groom’s Name and Bride’s Name) you have both declared 

to each other allegiance in the form of a wedding ceremony.  You have 
said vows to each other, and also exchanged rings as a form of a pledge 
and also as a reminder, to yourself and to others that you are now married 
to each other.  Therefore it now remains that you seal this with an embrace 
and a kiss. 
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(Announce the Bride and Groom as Mr and Mrs, generally the 
Groom’s last name but it does not have to be that way, as the Bride may 
like to keep her previous last name.) 
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CEREMONY NO: 15 General Modern 
 
Who brings this woman to marry this man? 
 
Response from person giving Bride away is, I do. 
 
Every wedding ceremony at which a clergyman, a rabbi or a 

celebrant, like myself, officiates is of course, of a marriage which already 
exists.  This ceremony gives social recognition to a union which has 
already taken place in the hearts of the couple present.  It is (Groom’s 
Name and Bride’s Name) wish at this time to declare their marriage 
partnership to the world.  It is a statement of commitment to each other 
and to ideals they already have. 

 
In their belief their union is based not only on mutual love, but on 

the desire to work together for the development of a union of spirit, for 
their own personal fulfillment and for the attainment of mutual goals and 
ambitions.  Together they hope to discover truth in life.  They intend to 
encourage each other to act according to what is best for their world, their 
children and themselves. 

 
(Groom’s Name and Bride’s Name) recognize not only the need 

for loving commitment to each other but also to humane principles of 
living and to the best of human values.  This they will adhere to as best as 
they are able and they also ask that all of you gathered here today assist 
them. 

 
READING: inserted from Reading section. 

 
Before (Groom’s Name and Bride’s Name) say their Wedding 

Vows to each other and also to you all gathered here today, I am also to 
remind them that these vows are meaningful and have a serious message 
and are not to be taken lightly.  These vows are not to be taken lightly and 
I ask you all at this moment to pause and reflect upon the seriousness of 
the vows that you are now about to hear.  (Pause for a few moments, in 
silence.) 

 
PERSONAL VOW:  inserted from Vows section. 

 
RING VOW:  inserted from Vows section. 
 
You have all been a witness today and you were all invited to this 

very special occasion when (Groom’s Name and Bride’s Name) shared 
before you all gathered here, their love and dedication to each other.  Not 
only their Love and dedication but much more that that, they have sealed 
their love with vows and exchanged two rings as a sign and symbol to the 
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world that they are now married.  I take pride and privilege in announcing 
to all Mr. and Mrs. (Name). 

 
Embrace and kiss of the couple. 
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CEREMONY NO: 16 General with Children 
 
Friends I call upon everyone here present to be a fellow witness 

with me in the marriage of (Groom’s and Bride’s Names).  We are here to 
wish them well and every happiness for their future life together. 

 
Marriage is founded upon sincerity and understanding which leads 

to tolerance, confidence and trust.  It involves respect for each other’s 
feelings and weaknesses and faults.  You believe that those qualities, 
which have attracted you both to each other, can be best developed during 
a life spent together. 

 
A happy marriage will enable you to establish a home with love 

and stability, where your family and friends will always be welcome and 
which will be a base from which the influence of your shared, and we 
hope strengthened life today, can extend. 

 
READING:  inserted from Reading Section. 

 
Before you are joined together in marriage in my presence and in 

the presence of these your family, friends and your children. I remind you 
of the seriousness of marriage. 

 
Marriage is a voluntary and a full commitment of a man to a 

woman and a woman to a man.  It is made in the deepest sense to the 
exclusion of all others and is entered into with the desire, hope and the 
firm intention that it will last for life. 

 
Minister:  I shall now ask you to take your vows. 
 
Groom:  I (Groom’s Name) affirm my love for you (Bride’s Name) 

as I invite you to share my life. I promise always to respect your needs.  I 
will endeavor through kindness, unselfishness and trust to achieve the 
warm rich life we now look forward to.  To this end I call upon all present 
to witness that I take you (Bride’s Name) to be my lawful wife. 

 
Bride:  I (Bride’s Name) affirm my love to you (Groom’s Name), 

as I invite you to share my life.  I promise always to respect your needs.  I 
will endeavor through kindness, unselfishness and trust to achieve the 
warm rich life we now look forward to.  To this end I call upon all present 
to witness that I take you (Groom’s Name) to be my lawful husband. 
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RING VOWS 
 
(Bride’s Name), with this ring, a token and pledge of the vow 

made between us I thee wed 
 
(Groom’s Name), with this ring, a token and pledge of the vow 

made between us I thee wed. 
 
When two people are joined together it is more than just a marriage 

between two it is also a blending together of children.  In (Groom’s and 
Bride’s Names) marriage today this is also the case and I ask now for the 
three young men to join us, (Names of Children). 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names) you have declared before all of us 

that you will live together in marriage.  You have made special promises 
to each other which have been symbolized by the joining of hands, taking 
of vows and the giving and receiving of a two rings.  As you have now 
become joined and united you will now go forth into the world as a 
family. 

 
By the authority vested in me as a Minister of the State of 

Wherever, I now pronounce you to be husband and wife.  
 
Now that the ceremony is over and the experience of living day by 

day is about to begin, go and meet it gladly. 
 
Embrace and introduction of Mr. and Mrs. (Name). 
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CEREMONY NO: 17 Unity Candle Ceremony 
 
These two candles are symbolic of two people, as two separate 

people in their own right. By the joining of two candles into one, this 
symbolizes the strength and unity of two into one, depicting, (Groom’s 
Name) and (Bride’s Name) belief that together they can become greater 
than each could alone. 
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CEREMONY NO: 18 Religious and General Fully 
Complete 

 
Who brings this woman to marry this man? 
 
This is the time that you have chosen to become husband and wife.  

We are here not only to witness your commitment to each other, but to 
wish you every happiness in your future life together.  Marriage is 
founded on sincerity and understanding, which leads to tolerance, 
confidence and trust.  We believe that those qualities, which have attracted 
you both to each other, can be best developed during a life spent together.  
A happy marriage will enable you to establish a home with love and 
stability where your family and friends will always be welcome. 

 
READING:  TWO LIVES 

 
Two lives, two people, so very different, yet so similar. 
Together we stand as one, sharing our future as it comes.  
The past is that, past. 
Buds are yet to blossom, with care and trust, the best is yet to be  
revealed. 
Honesty and kindness, are the fruits of love.  
Lord bless this day and always to enrich us so our love will never  
end. 
 
Before you are joined together in marriage in my presence and in 

the presence of these your family and witnesses, I am bound to remind you 
of the solemn and firm nature of the relationship into which you are about 
to enter. Marriage as most of us understand it, is the voluntary 
commitment of a man to a woman and a woman to a man to the exclusion 
of all others and is entered into with the desire, the hope and the firm 
intention that it will last for life. 

 
READING:  EPHESIANS 5:25-28 and 31-33 

 
Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church 

and gave himself for it. So ought men to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother and shall be joined unto his wife and they two 
shall be one flesh. However each one of you also must love his wife as he 
loves himself and the wife respect her husband. 

 
READING:  From the Book of RUTH 

 
And Ruth said, “Entreat me not to leave you or to return from 

following you; for where you go I will go and where you lodge I will 
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lodge; your people shall be my people and your God my God; where you 
die I will die and there will I be buried. May the lord do so to me and more 
also if even death parts me from you. 

Minister:  We shall now say your vows. 
 
Groom:  I (Groom’s Name) affirm my love to you (Bride’s Name) 

as I invite you to share my life. I promise always to respect your needs.  I 
will endeavor through kindness, unselfishness and trust to achieve the 
warm rich life we now look forward to.  To this end I call upon all present 
to witness that I take you (Bride’s Name) to be my lawful wife, to have 
and to hold, from this day forward, for better or for worse, for richer or for 
poorer, in sickness and in health while we both shall live. 

 
Bride:  I Bride’s Name) affirm my love to you (Groom’s Name), as 

I invite you to share my life.  I promise always to respect your needs.  I 
will endeavor through kindness, unselfishness and trust to achieve the 
warm rich life we now look forward to.  To this end I call upon all present 
to witness that I take you (Groom’s Name) to be my lawful husband, to 
have and to hold, from this day forward, for better or for worse, for richer 
or for poorer, in sickness and in health while we both shall live. 

 
RING VOWS 

 
(Bride’s Name); with this ring I thee wed. Take it and wear it as a 

symbol of all we shall share.  
 
(Groom’s Name); with this ring I thee wed. Take it and wear it as a 

symbol of all we shall share.  
 

READING:  1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 
Love is always patient and kind. It is never jealous. 
Love is never boastful or conceited, it is never rude or selfish, it  
does not take offense and is not resentful. 
Love takes no pleasure in other people’s faults, but delights in the  
truth. 
It is always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope. It is always ready to  
endure whatever comes. True love does not come to an end. 
 
Minister:  You have declared before all of us that you will live 

together in marriage.  You have made special promises to each other, 
which have been symbolized by the joining of hands, taking of vows and 
the giving and receiving of two rings. 

 
By the authority vested in me as a Minister in the State of 

Wherever, I now pronounce you to be husband and wife.  Now that the 



 

Wedding Ceremonies and More 
Rev. William Moffitt D.D.                                                                Page 50                      

ceremony is over and the experience of living day by day is about to 
begin, go and meet it gladly. 

 
Embrace each other.   
Introduce Mr. and Mrs. (Name) 
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CEREMONY NO: 19 Religious -Unity Candle and 
Children 

 
Who brings this woman to marry this man? 
 
Friends, I call upon everyone here present to be a fellow witness 

with me in the marriage of (Groom’s Name and Bride’s Name).  We are 
here to wish them well and every happiness in their future life together. 

 
Marriage is founded on sincerity and understanding, which leads to 

tolerance, confidence and trust.  You believe that those qualities, which 
have attracted you both to each other, can be best developed during a life 
spent together.  A happy marriage will enable you to establish a home with 
love and stability where your family and friends will always be welcome 
and which will be a base from which the influence of your shared and we 
hope strengthened life can extend. 

 
READING:  by Walter Pinder 

 
Everyday you live, learn how to receive love with as much 

understanding as you give it. 
 
Find things within yourself, that you can share them with each 

other. Do not fear this love.  Have an open heart and a sincere mind.  Be 
sincerely interested in each other’s happiness.  Be constant and consistent 
in your love.  From this comes security and strength.  All that we love 
deeply becomes a part of us on this day of your marriage.  Try to commit 
yourselves fully and freely to each other. 

 
Before you are joined together in marriage in my presence and in 

the presence of these your family and witnesses, I am bound to remind you 
of the relationship into which you are about to enter. Marriage as most of 
us understand it, is the voluntary commitment of a man to a woman and a 
woman to a man to the exclusion of all others and is entered into with the 
desire, the hope and the firm intention that it will last for life. 

 
Minister:  We shall now say your vows. 
 
Groom:  (Bride’s Name) you have filled my world with meaning. 

You have made me so happy and more fulfilled as a person.  Thank you 
for taking me as I am, loving me and welcoming me into your heart.  I 
promise to always love you, respect you as an individual and to be faithful 
to you forever.  I choose you as my wife today and commit myself to you 
for the rest of our lives. 
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Bride:  (Groom’s Name) you have filled my world with meaning. 
You have made me so happy and more fulfilled as a person.  Thank you 
for taking me as I am, loving me and welcoming me into your heart.  I 
promise to always love you, respect you as an individual and to be faithful 
to you forever.  I choose you as my husband today and commit myself to 
you for the rest of our lives. 

 
RING VOWS 

 
(Bride’s Name); with this ring I thee wed. Take it and wear it as a 

pledge of my love and as a symbol of all we shall share.  
 
(Groom’s Name); with this ring I thee wed. Take it and wear it as a 

pledge of my love and as a symbol of all we shall share. 
 

READING:  LOVE IS THE REASON 
 
Love is the reason why this day was chosen by you both to begin 

your lives together and love is the reason why you both will give with all 
your hearts for the good of each other.  Love is the reason that together 
you will become one; one in hope; one in believing in life; one in sharing 
the coming years. 

 
UNITY CANDLE CEREMONY 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names) light the candles which represent 

love for each other and for (Child’s Name).  From the uniqueness of these 
separate flames, they kindle a larger and brighter flame which represents 
the union between (Groom’s, Bride’s and Child’s Names).  The side 
candles remain burning to symbolize the continuing importance of the 
individual integrity within the marriage relationship.  The greater height of 
the center candle depicts their belief that together they can become more 
than either could alone. 

 
Minister:  You have declared before all of us that you will live 

together in marriage.  You have made special promises to each other 
which have been symbolized by the taking of vows and by the giving and 
receiving of two ring’s. 

 
By the authority vested in me, as a Minister in the State of 

Wherever, I now pronounce you to be husband and wife and more than 
that as (Groom’s, Bride’s and Child’s Names) are now joined together and 
they have become a united family. 
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Now that the ceremony is over and the experience of living day by 
day is about to begin, go and meet it gladly. 

 
Introduce Mr. and Mrs. (Name) 
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CEREMONY NO: 20 Religious and Children 
 
Who brings this woman to marry this man? 
 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names), this is the time you have chosen to 

become husband and wife and to form a family, complete with (Children’s 
Names).  We are here, not only to witness your commitment to each other, 
but also to wish you both every happiness in your future life together. 

 
Within its framework of commitment and loyalty, marriage 

enables the establishment of a home, where through tolerance, patience 
and respect, the love and affection which you have for each other may 
develop into a deep and lasting relationship. 

 
We who are witnessing your marriage, hope that despite the 

stresses inevitable in any life, your love and respect for each other, your 
trust and understanding of each other will increase your contentment and 
heighten your joy in living. 

 
For their wedding, (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) have chosen the 

following reading: 
 

READING 
 
Two lives, two people, so very different, yet so similar. 
Together we stand as one, sharing our future as it comes. 
The past is that - past. 
Buds are yet to blossom, with care and trust, the best to be  
revealed.   
Honesty and kindness, are the fruits of love. 
Lord bless this day and always, to enrich us so our love will never  
end. 
 
Before you are joined in marriage in the presence of God and these 

your family, friends and witnesses, I am to remind you of the solemn and 
firm nature of the relationship into which you both now are about to enter. 
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VOWS 
 
(Groom’s Name), please repeat after me (Bride’s Name), I affirm 

my love for you as I invite you to share my life.  I promise always to 
respect your needs.  I will endeavor through kindness, unselfishness and 
trust, to achieve the warm, rich life we now look forward to.  To this end, I 
call upon all present to witness that I take you to be my lawful wedded 
wife. 

 
(Bride’s Name), please repeat after me (Groom’s Name) I affirm 

my love for you as I invite you to share my life.  I promise always to 
respect your needs.  I will endeavor through kindness, unselfishness and 
trust, to achieve the warm, rich life we now look forward to.  To this end, I 
call upon all present to witness that I take you to be my lawful wedded 
husband. 

 
RING VOWS 

 
(Bride’s Name), with this ring, a token and pledge of the vow 

made between us, I thee wed. 
 
(Groom’s Name), with this ring, a token and pledge of the vow 

made between us, I thee wed. 
 
As you have consented together in lawful marriage in the presence 

of God and these, your family, friends and witnesses and by the giving and 
receiving of rings and by the authority vested in me, I now pronounce you 
to be husband and wife.  Ladies and Gentlemen it is my great pleasure to 
introduce to you, Mr. and Mrs. (Name) and Children. 
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CEREMONY NO: 21 Religious 
 
Minister:  Dear family and friends, I call upon all of you gathered 

here to be fellow witnesses with me in the marriage of (Bride’s and 
Groom’s Names).  You were each invited to join us today so that you may 
share in the joy that (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) are feeling as they 
pledge their love and commitment to each other. 

 
The decision to marry is based in love and founded upon sincerity 

and understanding, which leads to a relationship that is rich in confidence 
and trust.   

 
A strong marriage is dependent upon many factors.  Beyond the 

love, respect and trust that you share with one another, there must be a 
strong sense of commitment and loyalty that bonds you.  A shared faith 
and beliefs in God, and His grace in your lives, is important in building a 
strong marriage.   And also important are a shared companionship and a 
willingness to communicate openly with one another.   This respectful 
communication and the love that it displays, helps each partner to accept 
and understand the other’s strengths and weaknesses and allow for the 
continued growth that is necessary in all good and lasting marriages. 

 
In the Bible, Paul wrote beautifully about the power of love in his 

1st book of letters to the Corinthians, Chapter 13. 
 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I 

am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
 
And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and 

all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have 
not love, I am nothing.  

 
If I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but 

have not love, I gain nothing.  
 
Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not 

arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right.  

 
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 

all things.  
 
Love never ends; as for prophecies, they will pass away; as for 

tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away.   For our 
knowledge is imperfect and our prophecy is imperfect; but when the 
perfect comes, the imperfect will pass away.  
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When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child; when I became a man, I gave up childish ways.   For 
now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; 
then I shall understand fully, even as I have been fully understood.  

 
So faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is 

love. 
 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names), before you are joined together in 

matrimony here today, in my presence and in the presence of your family 
and friends, I am to remind you of the serious and binding nature of the 
relationship of marriage.  

 
The commitment of marriage is one of the most important 

commitments that two people will make in their lifetime. Marriage, as 
most of us understand it, is a voluntary and full commitment of a man to a 
woman and a woman to a man.  It is made in the deepest sense, to the 
exclusion of all others, and is intended to last a lifetime.  The vow of 
marriage is a pledge of everlasting love, within the unity of matrimony, 
whereby, committing to share all that life has to offer, the good times and 
the bad, with patience and understanding.  For a marriage to remain 
strong, your faith in that vow must never waver.  It must remain strong 
through the trials of everyday life.  The words that you speak to each other 
today are to be the cornerstone for your life together from this day 
forward.  

 
Minister: (Bride’s and Groom’s Names), have you come 

here freely and without reservation to give yourselves to each other 
in marriage? 
 

(Bride and Groom)   We have! 
 

Minister:  Will you love and honor each other as husband 
and wife for the rest of your lives? 
 

(Bride and Groom) We will! 
 
Minister:  Let us say a short prayer: 
 
God who has created us, each as an individual, open (Bride’s and 

Groom’s Names) hearts to feel your guidance and support through those 
who have gathered with them here today.  Let their marriage be an 
occasion for them to see how you have been working in their lives 
separately, and together.  May they remember the vows taken here today, 
not only in their minds, but also, in their everyday actions of kindness and 
caring for one another, Amen 
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WEDDING VOWS 
 
Groom:  (Bride’s Name), in affirmation of my love for you, I invite 

you to join your life with mine from this day forward.  I will respect you 
and cherish you always.   I promise to share with you all that life has to 
offer.  I give myself to you, in kindness, unselfishness and trust, as we 
strive towards achieving a full and complete life together. Now I ask our 
guests to witness my vows to you.  I (Groom’s Name), take you (Bride’s 
Name), to be my lawful wedded wife and partner, to have and to hold, 
from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness 
and in health as long as we both shall live. 

 
Bride:  (Groom’s Name), in affirmation of my love for you, I invite 

you to join your life with mine from today forward.  I will respect you and 
cherish you always.   I promise to share with you all that life has to offer.  
I give myself to you, in kindness, unselfishness and trust, as we strive 
towards achieving a full and complete life together. Now I ask our guests 
to witness my vows to you.  I (Bride’s Name), take you (Groom’s Name), 
to be my lawful wedded husband and partner, to have and to hold, from 
this day forward, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and 
in health as long as we both shall live. 

 
Minister:  (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) have brought rings to 

present to one another as a symbol of their marriage vows today.  
Although there is no precise evidence to explain the origin of the tradition 
of exchanging wedding rings, there are two strongly held beliefs. The 
more recent, dating back to the 17th century, explains that during a 
Christian wedding, the priest arrived at the forth finger (counting the 
thumb) after touching the three fingers on the left hand '...in the name of 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost'.   The more ancient and widely 
accepted explanation, refers to the early Egyptian’s belief that a circle was 
the symbol of eternity--a sign that life, happiness, and love have no 
beginning and no end.  A wedding ring, or circle, was placed on the third 
finger of the left hand, the ring finger, because it was traditionally believed 
that this finger was a direct connection to the heart -- the perfect spot to 
place a symbol, representing eternal love and commitment.  The vena 
amoris, that is, the vein of love, runs directly from the “ring finger” to the 
heart. 

 
Now I ask that God bless these rings that (Groom’s  and Bride’s 

Names) will exchange as a symbol of their love and fidelity. 
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RING VOWS 
 
Groom:  (Bride’s Name),  with all that I am and all that I have, I 

give you this ring as a symbol of my everlasting love. 
 
Bride:  (Groom’s Name),  with all that I am and all that I have, I 

give you this ring as a symbol of my everlasting love. 
 
Minister:  As you begin your married life together hold close to 

you the words that you have spoken to each other today.  Life isn’t always 
an easy road, as you both know.  Rely on your faith in your promises 
made today to see you through those times.  In times of trouble be strong.  
Ask God to grant you the gifts of caring and understanding in your life 
together, allowing that each may be to the other a source of strength in 
need, a counselor in times of uncertainty, a comfort in times of sorrow, 
and a companion in your joys.   

 
Remember the word of Kahlil Gibran: 
 
Love one another, but make not a bond of love.  Let it rather be a 

moving sea between the shores of our souls.  Sing and dance together and 
be joyous, but let each one of you be alone, even as the strings of a lute are 
alone though they quiver with the same music.  Give your hearts, but not 
into each other’s keeping, for only the hand of life can contain your hearts.  
Stand together but not too near together.  For the pillars of the temple 
stand apart and the oak and the cypress grow not in each other’s shadow.   

 
You have declared before all of us that you will now live your 

lives together in marriage.  You have made special promises to each other, 
which have been symbolized by the joining of hands, taking of vows and 
giving and receiving of rings. 

 
By the authority vested in me as a Minister of the State of 

Wherever, I now pronounce you to be husband and wife. 
 
Now that the ceremony is over and the experience of living day to 

day is about to begin, go and meet it gladly. 
 
May I have the pleasure of presenting to you, for the first time as 

husband and wife, Mr. and Mrs. (Name). 
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CEREMONY NO: 22 Religious with Roses for 
Mothers 

 
We welcome you to this wedding in the name of God the Father 

who created us, in the name of God the Son who redeemed us with his 
blood, and in the name of God the Holy Spirit who through his word 
creates faith to receive all the gifts of our creation and redemption,  Amen. 

 
Who gives this women to marry this man? 
 
 “Her Mother and l do.” 
 
Marriage is a commitment to life to the best that two people can 

find and bring out in each other. It offers opportunities for sharing and 
growth that no other human relationship can equal, a joining that is 
promised for a lifetime. 

 
Within the circle of its love, marriage encompasses all of life's 

most important relationships. A wife and a husband are each other's best 
friend, confidant, lover, teacher, listener, and critic. Marriage understands 
and forgives the mistakes life is unable to avoid.  It encourages and 
nurtures new life, new experiences, and new ways of expressing love 
through the seasons of life. 

 
When two people pledge to love and care for each other in 

marriage they create a spirit unique to themselves, which binds them 
closer than any spoken or written words. Marriage is a promise, a 
potential, made in the hearts of two people who love, which takes a 
lifetime to fulfill. 

 
We who are witnessing your marriage, hope that despite the 

stresses inevitable in any life, your love and respect for each other, your 
trust and understanding of each other will increase your contentment and 
heighten your joy in living. 
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VOWS 
 
(Groom’s name), will you have (Bride’s Name) to be your wife 

and will you pledge your life to her in all love and honor and all duty and 
service, and in all faith and tenderness, to love and cherish her according 
to the Lord God and the Holy bond of marriage.       

 
Response:  "I DO" 
 
(Bride’s Name), will you have (Groom’s Name) to be your 

husband and will you pledge your life to him in all love and honor and all 
duty and service, and in all faith and tenderness, to love and cherish him 
according to the Lord God and the Holy bond of marriage.    

 
Response:  "I DO" 
 

SCRIPTURE READING:  1 Corinthians 13 
 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I 

am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
 
If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not 
love, I am nothing. 

 
If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the 

flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 
 
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it 

is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. 

 
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always 

protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
 
Love never fails.  But where there are prophecies, they will cease; 

where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it 
will pass away. 

 
For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection 

comes, the imperfect disappears. 
 
When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I 

reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind 
me. Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face 
to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully 
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known. 
 
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest 

of these is love. 
 
 

VOWS 
 
Groom:  I choose you, (Bride’s Name), for who you are and who  
you may become; To assist you in your tasks; 
To be sensitive to your needs; 
To give of myself to the fullest development of your life; 
To be challenged by you to the fullest development of my own life;  
To trust you in all ways and to be faithful to you in all things. 
I will love you and comfort you. 
I will honor you and keep you in sickness and in health, in good  
times and in bad.  
I will ennoble you always respecting your freedom to be who you  
are and to share in responsible service to the world of which we  
both remain a part. 
 
Bride:  I choose you, (Groom’s Name), for who you are and who  
you may become; To assist you in your tasks; 
To be sensitive to your needs; 
To give of myself to the fullest development of your life; 
To be challenged by you to the fullest development of my own life;  
To trust you in all ways and to be faithful to you in all things. 
I will love you and comfort you. 
I will honor you and keep you in sickness and in health, in good  
times and in bad.  
I will ennoble you always respecting your freedom to be who you  
are and to share in responsible service to the world of which we  
both remain a part. 
 

RING VOWS 
 
(Bride’s Name), receive this ring as a symbol of my love and  
commitment in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy  
Spirit. 
 
(Groom’s Name), receive this ring as a symbol of my love and  
commitment in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy  
Spirit. 
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ROSE CEREMONY 
 
 (Names of Couple’s Mothers)  Marriage is a coming together of 

two lives and a celebration of the love of two people. But it is more. The 
love that (Bride’s and Groom’s Names), feel for one another is the 
flowering of a seed their parents planted in their hearts years ago. As they 
embrace one another in their love, so do they embrace the families, which 
have been brought together on this happy occasion. As a token of their 
love for their families, (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) would like to offer 
these symbols of eternal love, these roses, to their mothers. 

 
PRESENTATION OF GUARDIAN ANGELS TO CHILDREN 
 
Just as (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) are joined together as man 

and wife, they are also being joined together into and part of a larger 
family, this includes (Children’s Names).  And so these Guardian Angels 
will always remind (Children’s Names), that today is and always will be a 
special day. It is a day when (four) become one. 

 
Minister:  May the God who gives us peace make you holy in 

every way and keep your whole being spirit, soul, and body free from 
every fault at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He who calls you will 
do it, because he is faithful. 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names) invite you to pray along with them 

by reciting the Lord's Prayer. 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven 
Hallowed be Thy name 
Thy kingdom come 
Thy will be done 
In earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive those who trespass against us 
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever 
Amen 
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Be joyful always, pray at all times, be thankful in all 
circumstances.  This is what God wants from you in your life in union 
with Christ Jesus.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you always, 
Amen. 

 
You have declared before all of us that you will live together in 

marriage.  You have made special promises to each other which have been 
symbolized by the joining of hands, taking of vows and the giving and 
receiving of rings. 

 
By the authority vested in me, I now pronounce you to be husband 

and wife. You may now kiss the bride!    
 
It is now my pleasure to present to you, Mr. and Mrs. (Name). 
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CEREMONY NO: 23 Religious with Children and 
Rose Ceremony 

 
Thank you and welcome to the joining together in marriage 

between (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) and the joining of the children 
(Children’s Names) into a family as one. 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Eternal God, we give thanks to you for the gift of life and for its 

renewal with each day. We gather to celebrate this time, which brings 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names) together in marriage. For the dreams they 
have dreamed and for their hopes for themselves and for each other we 
give thanks. We pray that the words and spirit of our gathering may be 
filled with meaning which will deepen with the passing years. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
 
Such events move us to step back and examine our own vows and 

commitments so often taken for granted. 
 
Thank you for the privilege we have of sharing this sacred 

moment. Thank you for this marriage in which two people become more 
than they are, out of love for one another. Thank you for love’s 
willingness to forgive, allowing us to leave the past behind and make a 
new heaven and a new earth our dwelling place. We ask your blessing and 
in want, in life and in death, abide with them and they with you.  Amen. 

 
Who giveth this woman to be married to this man? 
 
(Groom’s Name) and (Bride’s Name) will you at this time, express 

to each other the vows you have chosen? 
 
I (Groom’s Name) take you (Bride’s Name) to be my lawfully 

wedded wife, to have and to hold, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, 
to comfort you and to keep you in sickness and in health. Forsaking all 
others and keeping only to you, to love, honor and cherish you from this 
day forward as long as we both shall live. 
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I (Bride’s Name) take you (Groom’s Name) to be my lawfully 
wedded husband, to have and to hold, for better or worse, for richer or 
poorer, to comfort you and to keep you in sickness and in health. 
Forsaking all others and keeping only to you, to love, honor and cherish 
you from this day forward as long as we both shall live. 

 
These rings symbolize a solid ring, a ring with no seam, no 

beginning no end and so also are symbolic of your never ending love for 
and too each other. 

 
(Bride’s Name) with this ring I thee wed. Take it and wear it as a 

pledge of my love. 
 
(Groom’s Name) with this ring I thee wed. Take it and wear it as a 

pledge of my love. 
 
Invite children forward. 
 
I have pledged my love to you and promised to be a faithful 

husband. Now I want to add another, different kind of vow. I promise to 
love (Children’s Names) for all of our days and to treat them as if they 
were my own. I gladly accept the obligations that go along with this 
pledge. I love (Children’s Names) and want them to be part of my life. 

 
UNITY CANDLE 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names) light the candles, which represent 

their love for each other. From the uniqueness of these separate flames, 
they kindle a larger brighter flame, which represents the union. The side 
candles remain burning to symbolize the continuing importance of the 
individual integrity within the marriage relationship. The great height of 
the center candle depicts their belief that together they can become more 
than either could alone. 



 

Wedding Ceremonies and More 
Rev. William Moffitt D.D.                                                                Page 67                      

ROSE CEREMONY 
 
Marriage is a coming together of two lives and a celebration of the 

love of two people. But it is more. The love that (Bride’s and Groom’s 
Names) feel for one another is the flowering of a seed their mothers, 
planted in their hearts years ago. As they embrace one another in their 
love, so do they embrace the families, which have been brought together 
on this happy occasion. As a token of their love for their families (Bride’s 
and Groom’s Names) would like to offer these roses as symbols of eternal 
love. 

 
Hand roses to mothers. 
 
This concludes the ceremony.  It only remains for me to thank you 

all for coming and to pronounce (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) not only 
husband and wife but Mr. and Mrs. (name) and family. 
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CEREMONY NO: 24 Religious Quaker 
 
This is a typical example of a Quaker wedding. 
 
The couple enters the meeting room and take seats at the front of 

the room. 
 
In taking the seats and giving themselves to each other, they 

eliminate the custom of another person giving away the bride.  And 
because Friends believe that God alone can create a marriage union, no 
third person announces the couple as husband and wife.  (Not having an 
officiant is legal only in certain states.  If you are interested in such a 
wedding, you need to check on its legal status) 

 
In quiet and reverence, the couple arises, this is done in an 

atmosphere of silence. 
 
They then hold hands and one after the other they recite. 
 
I take thee, (Bride’s Name) in the presence of God and these our 

friends, to be my wife, and promise, with divine assistance, to be unto thee 
a loving and faithful husband so long as we both shall live. 

 
I take thee, (Groom’s Name) in the presence of God and these our 

friends, to be my husband, and promise, with divine assistance, to be unto 
thee a loving and faithful wife so long as we both shall live. 

 
The couple then sits down again and the Marriage Certificate, 

which announces the vows they have just taken is brought for them to 
sign.  Then someone reads the certificate aloud. 

 
The meeting continues in silent waiting upon God while those 

assembled share in the worship through prayer and meditation or through 
spoken messages. 

 
When the meeting is through, those present are asked to sign the 

certificate as witnesses to the marriage. 
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CEREMONY NO: 25 Alternative Commencement 
Spiritual 

 
Marriage is a bonding of strangers made beautifully familiar 

through the miracle of love, the process of un-strangering one another 
through the power of loving and the gift of time.  Marriage brings two 
people together not only in the present, but in the presence of their past, of 
the lives they have led-the choices they have made, the lessons that have 
shaped and reshaped the chambers of their hearts. Thus to be marrying 
again is different than simply to be marrying. 

 
And so, as you contemplate reentering the very state that wounded 

you, you may be tempted to blind yourself to all the sorrows, difficulties, 
and disappointments of your past relationships, to look at this marriage as 
separate, distinct, and completely unrelated to all the relationships that 
preceded it. 

 
This is a worthy temptation; it would be wonderful to think that 

this relationship--and your readiness for it-arrived at your doorstep out of 
the blue. But that isn't the case, and in trying to view it this way you 
separate yourself from your own evolution as a person.  For the other 
relationships you've had, you went through not instead of being in this 
relationship, but in order to be in it.  This marriage is the culmination of 
years of apprenticeship, the winnowing and honing of your previous 
relationships to help shape you into the person who stands here today, 
ready to make the ultimate commitment of love. 

 
Therefore, when you doubt the relevance of your past -- and you 

will at times -- or when you feel embarrassed about it -- which, at times 
you may --remember that every relationship you have had was a step on 
the path to this relationship.  The past was prologue.  Every single conflict 
and disappointment, every beautiful, grueling, and painfully instructive 
moment in each of those relationships was delivered to your consciousness 
in preparation for this love. 

 
Your experiences then are the laundry ticket for the silk garments 

you are retrieving from the cleaners now.  What you did then was the 
antecedent, the exquisitely appropriate conditioning for what you are 
doing now.  Everything was of value; everything taught you something, 
prepared you for marrying again, most happily now. 

 
Acknowledging the past as preparation allows you to step most 

gracefully into the present, and having done so, you need to remind one 
another that this union is unique.  This is not just 'another' relationship; it 
is the relationship, which is the consequence and fulfillment of the others; 
it is the last and the best.  It has qualities contributed by both of you that 
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make it the highest expression of what you two can offer through the 
medium of an intimate relationship.  Therefore, be generous in reminding 
one another not only of what a gem of a relationship you have here, but 
also of the singular set of qualities you each possess.   
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The attributes, values, and convictions that can allow you to 
legitimately believe to the depths of your hearts that this is the love that 
will last until the end of your days. 

 
Sometimes when we've finally arrived at a longed-for destination, 

there's a temptation simply to be where we are, without discovering the 
possibilities inherent in our new state.  This marriage may feel like a 
destination, a sweet safe place in which you can finally rest, but it is also 
an opportunity, the emotional and spiritual environment in which you can 
both develop to your highest brilliance.  This is the person with whom you 
can do all the precious things you've wanted all your life to do.  This is the 
time to receive and intend, to fulfill not only the joy of your heart but the 
possibilities of your life. 

 
Therefore, remember to do the simple and beautiful things that will 

make this love a treasure.  Fight well.  Play.  Communicate with one 
another.  Focus on what you want, and entice your intentions into being.  
Plan for the things that are important to you; make sure you do them.  This 
love is to be nurtured, to be lived out to the fullest in every aspect of its 
dreams -- in the simple ceremonies of shared daily life, in realized hopes 
and long-deferred plans, in a quality of emotional exchange and spiritual 
communion toward which the whole of your life has been leaning. 

 
And finally, be thankful for one another.  Love is always a gift.  A 

great compliment is being paid to you in being given another chance, 
another opportunity to love.  You have been delivered to your ultimate 
partner, the person with whom you can share the fruits of all the lessons in 
your life. Not everyone has this opportunity; not everyone is granted this 
cornucopia of happiness. 

 
This love was completely unexpected, the joyful consequence of 

nothing you could control. While everything you have experienced 
prepared you for it, there was nothing you could do to actually bring it into 
being; and so it is, indeed, one of life's totally unexpected miracles. 

 
In the presence of a miracle, one of the great human impulses is to 

disbelieve it or think that somehow we are unworthy of it.  Yet it is in the 
very nature of miracles that we are unworthy of them, that we ourselves 
did nothing to bring them about.  The way to be worthy of the miracle of 
this love is, simply, to receive it.  Open your heart; open your hands, open 
your eyes, and allow the radiance of this love, this love for which you 
have waited so long, for which you have learned so much, to utterly and 
endlessly illumine you. 
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Love is the gift that has been given to you and it is also the gilt that 
you must now give back: to embody, to live out the love, the hope, the joy, 
the incomparable radiance, and the incredible mirroring that you have had 
the great good fortune to be given. 
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CEREMONY NO: 26 Alternative Commencement 
Spiritual 

 
We have come together with great happiness to acknowledge the 

new life and the emotional delight of (Bride’s and Groom’s Names), who 
after struggling with enemies without and within have become the happy 
and grateful recipients of a deep and abiding love. 

 
A wedding is always a happy occasion, but this one is all the more 

joyful because it represents not only the coming together of two wonderful 
people but also the fulfillment of the liberation of their individual selves, 
the completion of a healing that required great faith and took thousands of 
intricate steps to accomplish.  This is a process with which we can all 
identify.  For while we generally think of recovery as a release from the 
abuse of a specific substance, all of us struggle against our own personal 
odds to become most fully ourselves. 

 
We are happy for (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) and grateful to 

them because they embody the miracle of the possible.  They stand before 
us revealing the power of love to heal; they teach us that loving yourself is 
a worthy enterprise; they show us that self-love creates the window of 
possibility of love between one another. 

 
Their ability to transform their difficulties into new and shining 

possibilities bodes well for their marriage.  For transformation is an 
unavoidable consequence of marriage, in a sense its greatest achievement; 
and so as they enter into marriage and even more as they live their lives 
inside its hallowed gates, rather than resisting the transformations that are 
the hallmark of love's work. they are already well equipped to embrace the 
process that will constantly reshape them.  They have already shown their 
willingness to grow beyond their limitations and we join them gladly in 
the formal solemnizing of their willingness to continue this beautiful 
process through their marriage. 
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CEREMONY NO: 27 Alternative Commencement 
Spiritual 

 
We are gathered here in the presence of God and of this company 

to join in holy marriage (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) and to bear witness 
to the transforming power of love that lies within them both. 

 
Love is a quality of spirit and an attitude of the emotions, but a 

marriage is a life's work, a spiritual art form and a love so strong, it is so 
wonderful and powerful. 

 
Therefore, this is an occasion of both profound joy and great 

responsibility, and we who partake in it bind ourselves as witnesses to the 
labor of love that (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) are undertaking here. 

 
In acknowledgment of this holy purpose and of the power of this 

occasion, let us pray. 
 
God of Light, who gives us the longing for love and the capability 

of loving, we give you thanks for (Bride’s and Groom’s Names), for  their 
open hearts and willing spirits, and for the example of love that they 
embody here in our presence. 

 
Be with them on this joyous occasion of showing their love and 

making their vows; and be with us, their witnesses, that we may all be 
changed by what is said and witnessed here. 

 
READING:  Colossians 3:12-14 

 
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, 

kindness, lowliness, meekness, and patience, forbearing one another, and, 
if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you must also forgive. 

 
And above all these put on love, which binds everything together 

in perfect harmony. 
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READING:  Sonnet 116 
 
Let me not to the marriage of true minds 
Admit impediments; love is not love 
Which alters when it alteration finds, 
Or bends with the remover to remove. 
Oh no! It is an ever-fixed mark 
That looks on tempests and is never shaken; 
It is the star to every wandering bark, 
Whose worth's unknown, although his height be taken. 
Love's not Time's fool, though rosy lips and cheeks. 
Within his bending sickle’s compass come; 
Love alters not with its brief hours and weeks, 
But bears it out even to the edge of doom, 
If this be error and upon me proved. 
I never writ, nor no man ever loved. 
 
----------William Shakespeare. 
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CEREMONY NO: 28 Alternative Commencement 
Spiritual 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names), Mr. and Mrs. (names of the bride's 

parents), and Mr. and Mrs. (names of the groom's parents), beloved 
friends, colleagues, accomplices, witnesses.  We have come here to 
celebrate the marriage and the intertwining of destinies of (Bride’s and 
Groom’s Names) who, through being ruthlessly and wonderfully 
themselves, have fallen in love and chosen to get married. 

 
Whether we know it or not, the path of our lives is already laid out 

deep within us, and life is the process of being willing to discover the 
direction of our path, the giving of ourselves to whatever it takes to be 
able to hit the mark. In other words, we are all here for a reason, and it is 
our business, as our lives progress, not only to discover what that purpose 
is but also to cultivate the conditions -- whether emotional, educational, 
personal, or geo-graphic -- that allow us to fulfill that highest purpose. 

 
In this context, marriage is a nurturing matrix in which two 

individuals can continue to expand and develop, so they can fulfill their 
individual destinies and offer their gifts to life and to the world. In this 
view, the focus is not so much on the couple and what they may undertake 
together, but more on the power of the individuals and what they have to 
contribute through their lives, how their union serves to enlarge and 
develop each of them. 

 
Although this may appear on the surface to be an unromantic 

vision of love, it is a view that holds a relationship in the highest spiritual 
regard, for it has as its underlying assumption that each of us is alive for 
an important purpose, and that marriage enhances that capacity for 
individual contribution and participation. 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names) have stretched their individual 

development so far that they are no longer laboring alone to become them-
selves, but have arrived at the point in self-discovery where they can offer 
themselves as accomplices of destiny to one another. 

 
It is in this spirit that they marry, not just because of their ineffable 

attraction to one another, but because the composite of their experiences 
has brought them to the place where they are ready to fulfill what is theirs 
to accomplish in this life.  To join the forces of their individual spirits, 
capabilities, and backgrounds for the purpose of accomplishing together 
and individually what is theirs to do. 
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Therefore, we celebrate with them their arrival at the portal of true 
and conscious loving. We are incredibly happy for them and with them 
that one of the landmarks in the vast landscape of their becoming is the 
love that has brought them, and us, to the joyous occasion of this marriage. 
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CEREMONY NO: 29 Alternative Commencement 
Spiritual 

 
Love is a miraculous gift, and a wedding is a celebration of that 

magic, and that's what we're here to do today. We are gathered together to 
be overjoyed for and with (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) who are so 
wonderfully suited to one another that it's a pure delight for the rest of us 
to see how ebulliently happy two people can be. 

 
When we think of love we sometimes talk about people who 

"deserve" one another. Not only do (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) deserve 
one another, but they are a perfect match, a pair, a fit, two hybrid peas in a 
pod; and their marriage, far from being something they have had to work 
hard to achieve, was pure inevitability.  They were given to one another 
and fell so deeply in love that they had no choice. 

 
They are the embodiment of true romance which, matured, 

becomes true love. They are the example of love that in its 
lightheartedness dissolves the notion of love as hard work. They are the 
promise of possibility, the expectation of joyful surprise.  So, hooray! 
We're here to celebrate, to honor, to laugh, to dance, and to be glad 
because the inevitable has happened. Love is alive and well in the land 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names) are here to prove it, and we are here to 
celebrate with them. 

 
Angels, magicians, wizards, and all good beings, join with us on 

this happy day and let this be a day of gladness, thanksgiving, possibility, 
and great good fortune for all of us, but especially for (Bride’s and 
Groom’s Names), who are coming together to demonstrate the wonder of 
love through the celebration of their marriage. 

 
We all live in the hope of loving and being loved, and any sign of 

the blossoming of love is a true inspiration. Therefore we give thanks for 
the sweet happiness of  (Bride’s and Groom’s Names).  Their enthusiasm 
is electric, their belief in the destiny of their love is inspiring; their great 
expectations encourage us beyond measure. 

 
Marriage is a very special place, the sheltered environment in 

which we can endlessly explore ourselves in the presence of another and 
in which we can offer the possibility of the true reflection of another.  We 
are so happy that (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) have found one another, 
that they know in their souls how perfectly mated they are, and that they 
are choosing on this day of most special days to become for all time the 
accurate and beautiful reflection of each other's essence.   
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We ask that the vision they have of one another be always 
informed by the spellbinding radiant power that first brought them 
together, and we pray that as they move into the hallowed ground that is 
marriage they may always hold one another in the light of all light, the 
love of all love. 
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CEREMONY NO: 30 Alternative Commencement 
 
We're gathered here today to celebrate the wedding of (Bride’s and 

Groom’s Names), and we are so exuberant and grateful.  We're exuberant 
because, frankly, it's wonderful that (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) have 
fallen in love, that they feel so good about one another, so delighted, and 
encouraged, so known and supported, that they've chosen to risk to love 
for life, to take the great emotional trapeze leap of linking up with one 
another in midair and midnight.  Their optimism is an inspiration; their 
daring is exhilarating. 

 
For them, of course, today is absolutely wonderful, a magical 

rabbit pulled out of life's hat.  Out of the routine of ordinary life the 
extraordinary has happened.  They had no idea that they would stumble on 
one another at (include here a bit of where and how you met), go through 
all the thrills and excitement of the initial delicious stages of romance, to 
discover the love of substance and depth they are consecrating with 
marriage today.  They were so happy that they didn't even realize they 
were serious, that the love that so utterly captivated them, that made them 
feel like wonderful, was also a love of depth and importance.  

 
Romance is play, but true love is intention, and it is their intention 

to love for life that we are celebrating today.  But today is also a 
celebration for the rest of us, for it is also a pleasure for us to see love in 
bloom, to participate in the wedding of two people so delightfully as they 
are, in becoming one.   

 
It lifts our spirits and to be in the presence of such a love, to bask 

in the sweet energies of two people who so obviously adore one another, 
who want to play together, laugh together, walk together for a lifetime.  
Love untarnished, that is the gift that (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) give 
us; love with garlands of ribbons and posies, love with infinite hope.   

 
Therefore, (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) thank you.  You've 

brightened our day.  Thanks for letting us celebrate with you; thanks for 
showing us that love can bloom, that marriage is a worthy enterprise, and 
that happy, high-spirited people are overjoyed to undertake it. 

 
And now, before we get to the party, let me say a few words of 

encouragement and direction to you two.  First of all, a wedding is a happy 
occasion, flawless in its good humor, its joyful sense of well-being, but 
your marriage won't always be like this.  For, as you live it out, you will 
discover that your relationship has moods and seasons, high times as well 
as lulls and dead-dog bone-dry gulches.  From time to time, the delightful 
spirit of this wedding day will not be with you, and when it is taken over 
by the love, you will have to reach for something deeper in yourselves, for 
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the love that is stronger than feel-good; the love that is truer than fun, the 
love that requires energy as well as feasts on it.  Your wedding is without 
question a happy occasion, but your marriage will be a many-textured 
thing. In it, both magic and sorrows will befall you.  

 
You will intend one thing and end up doing another. You will 

imagine your darling to be a certain way and discover that he is not, that 
she is a person unto herself.  You will have clashes and discover things 
you did and did not want to know.  You will rumple each other's spirits as 
well as bedclothes and hair. 

 
You will say mean and terrible words, and, for love, be able to 

forget them.  You will betray one another in tiny and sometimes huge and 
perhaps devastating ways, and, for love, forgive one another and go on..  
These, the great and petty perils of marriage, are an invitation to refine 
your love and deepen it, to expand it beyond the light-spiritedness and 
laughter that enliven your hearts today and explore the more profound 
reaches of compassion, of tender caring, of selfless nurturing. These 
capacities are the maturing of love through time, love's highest calling and 
its finest work. And marriage is the summons to be open not only to these 
challenges but also to the opportunities, unexpected and not necessarily 
always welcome, that invite them into being.  Second, remember that a 
relationship is a progression.  There's an old Chinese proverb that says, 
The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.  For you, 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names), your wedding today is an exquisite and 
beautifully choreographed first step.  With it you are passing through a 
portal that will lead you to many places, including ones you can't possibly 
imagine.  Wherever it takes you, there will be surprises, for this is the 
mark of a truly loving relationship -- that it will take you where you had 
not meant to go. 

 
There is great joy to be found in such a surprising journey, with 

twists and turns, shades and possibilities beyond your wildest imaginings.  
Instead of resisting the changes, allow them  to flower in you and know 
that they are leading you somewhere, that, separately and together, you are 
becoming more than you were.  Don't expect every day to have the 
fanciful mood or the exuberant high spirits of this, your wedding day, but 
be excited, open-minded, curious, available, and inquiring about who you 
are becoming.  Know that your composite experiences are turning you into 
the highest form of yourselves, that you are becoming the best and the 
most, that you are doing the things that only you two together could 
possibly do. 
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Therefore, along with celebrating the marvelous feelings of today, 
remember, especially when you are saying your vows, that you are also 
promising to love for the long and ambiguous future.  If you can hold on 
to this intention, then instead of bowing down or bowing out when you've 
misplaced your delight, you can ride out the storms with confidence, 
knowing that the thunderhead-clouded skies are temporary and not a 
reflection of your relationship as a whole.   

 
Above all, remember that love is what matters.  Love will prevail.  

It is the love you feel for one another that will be the answer to all your 
difficulties.  If in marrying you have chosen well and promised wisely, 
love will be stronger than the conflicts, bigger than the changes.  Love will 
be the miracle always inviting you to learn, to blossom, to expand. And it 
is to love, to the love you are celebrating, embodying, and radiating on this 
special day, that you must always return. 

 
So remember these things, my dear ones, as you go out into the 

world as a couple: that your love will have seasons, that your relationship 
is a progression, and that love will prevail.  Remembering them, holding 
them in your hearts and in your minds, will give you a marriage as deep in 
its joy as your courtship has been in its magic. 

 
Congratulations, (Bride’s and Groom’s Names), the real fun has 

just begun. 
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CEREMONY NO: 31 Alternative Commencement 
 
We have come together with great happiness to acknowledge the 

new life and the emotional delight of (Bride’s and Groom’s Names), who 
after struggling with enemies without and within have become the happy 
and grateful participants in a deep and abiding love.   

 
A wedding is always a happy occasion, but this one is all the more 

joyful because it represents not only the coming together of two wonderful 
people but also the fulfillment of the liberation of their individual selves, 
the completion of a healing that required great faith and took thousands of 
intricate steps to accomplish.  This is a process with which we can all 
identify.  For although we generally think of recovery as a release from the 
abuse of a specific substance, all of us struggle against our own personal 
odds to become most fully ourselves. 

 
We are happy for (Bride’s and Groom’s Names), and grateful to 

them because they embody the miracle of the possible.  They stand before 
us revealing the power of love to heal.  They teach us that loving yourself 
is a worthy enterprise.  They show us that self-love creates the window of 
possibility of love between one another. 

 
Their ability to transform their difficulties into new and shining 

possibilities bodes well for their marriage.  For transformation is an 
unavoidable consequence of marriage, in a sense its greatest achievement.  
So as they enter into marriage and even more as they live their lives inside 
its hallowed gates, rather than resisting the transformations that are the 
hallmark of love's work, they are already well equipped to embrace the 
process that will constantly reshape them.  They have already shown their 
willingness to grow beyond their limitations, and we join them gladly in 
the formal solemnizing of their willingness to continue this beautiful 
process through their marriage. 

 
We stand on tiptoe with thanksgiving for the love that has united 

(Bride’s and Groom’s Names), the visible reward of their healing and the 
consecration of their individual lives.  We ask that this day be a true 
celebration not only for them but also for us.  Allow us to be inspired by 
the example of their healing, enlarged by their joy, and delighted by the 
happiness they have brought into our midst.  We give thanks for this 
beautiful day, for this marvelous occasion, and for the love which is the 
bond that binds them each to one another and to all of us gathered here 
today. 
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READING:  Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 
Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their 

toil.  For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow; but woe to him who is 
alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up.  Again, if two lie 
together, they are warm; but how can one be warm alone?  And though a 
man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him. 

 
VOWS: inserted from Vow Section. 
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CEREMONY NO: 32 Alternative Commencement 
 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names) have decided to seal their marriage 

with this wedding, so on their behalf I welcome you today.  In their 
relationship they have reached the conviction that they are for each other.  
They see this commitment as a serious occasion, they approach it with a 
sense of reverence, but also with joy and happiness.  Real love between a 
man and a woman is perhaps the highest experience that is possible to 
humankind.  Such love reduces selfishness, deepens personalities, but 
above all gives life new purpose and meaning. 

 
We are here because (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) do not, and 

cannot live in isolation.  The experience of their love touches all of us and 
it is fitting that we should celebrate their happiness.  This wedding gives 
public recognition to the private experience of their love.  At a different 
level we share in it, we rejoice for them, and we support them. 

 
Though marriage means the greatest intimacy between two persons 

that is possible to man, yet this closeness should not diminish but 
stimulate each partner to grow as an individual.  A responsibility of each 
marriage partner is to be the guardian and encourager of the other's need to 
be alone, to develop their own talents and qualities.  It is from the balance 
of individuality and union that "love", as the saying goes, "whose 
incredible strength is equal only to its incredible fragility, is born and 
reborn." 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names) know that a relationship of real love 

can never be taken for granted but can only survive and grow, when both 
lovers maintain the will to openly and sensitively develop their 
relationship as equals. It is in the spirit that they now stand before us. 
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CEREMONY NO: 33 Alternative 
 
Another alternate commencement to the start of the Ceremony, 

which can be inserted in place of any others. 
 
Marriage is for the companionship, help, consideration and love 

which husband and wife ought to have for each other.  Within its 
framework of commitment and loyalty, marriage enables the 
establishment of a home where, through tolerance, patience and courage, 
the love and affection of a man and a woman may develop into a deep and 
lasting relationship. 

 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names) have honored us all here today by 

inviting us to be present with them during this time.  What they mean to 
each other is obvious.  Their commitment to each other has been made for 
some time.  They are adult people.  They have chosen to live together.  
Their choice is responsible, free, independent and happy. 

 
Of all the men and women they know they have chosen each other, 

to journey through life together. 
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CEREMONY NO: 34 Alternative Commencement 
 
Throughout history there have been great love stories.  There are 

tales of men and women who have been through great suffering, terrible 
conflicts; who have overcome seemingly insurmountable barriers to be 
with one another.  Every love story in its own way has a certain greatness, 
a certain sublimity.  There is often the untold history of physical and 
mental hardship, the fear and agony of difficult decision making, the 
shattering darkness of the great breaks in life's pattern, and then almost 
unbelievably, the "light at the end of the tunnel." 

 
"True love", tradition tells us, "never runs smooth". But there does 

come a time when the forces that have sought to destroy, admit defeat and 
disintegrate and love triumphs. 

 
This is a happy occasion when (Bride’s and Groom’s Names) stand 

before us to declare and celebrate their love and their marriage.  Their 
path, like the many to whom I have, in general, referred, has not been 
easy.  Perhaps, because of this they value their commitment and their 
happiness, and indeed this wedding, much more than had it been 
otherwise.  They know that they can never take their relationship for 
granted.  They know that they have found in each other that unique, yet 
mysterious quality whereby they know that they are meant for each other.  
They know too with the poet that "true love comes but once." 

 
Love, in human life, is acknowledged by all, but it eludes all 

defining and explanation. Only the poets dare comment. 
 
When we think about this union between (Bride’s and Groom’s 

Names) today we take a certain heart.  In the midst of the selfishness, the 
competition, and the ambition of modern life love intrudes its inexplicable 
and extraordinary softening influence.  This marriage encourages all of us 
because when a man and a woman find joy and happiness in giving and 
caring, in cooperating and compromising it says something to all mankind.  
If we recognize that life at its deepest and most personal must be selfless 
and loving to bring human happiness, then so it must be in the wider 
community of all the world.  It is to celebrate (Bride’s and Groom’s 
Names) love, to be influenced by it, and to take it in our lives to others that 
we have assembled here today. 
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CEREMONY NO: 35 Re-Affirmation Ceremony 
 
Suggested Re-affirmation Ceremony 
 
Today is your, (Couples’ Names) wedding anniversary and your 

celebration.  On the (date) you took upon yourselves the responsibility of 
married life.  This afternoon we gather here to renew your marriage vows 
and to re-affirm with happiness a new era in your life.  It will be a time 
when you can concentrate on developing your continued love for each 
other, freer than you have been from the tensions and hassles which 
characterize the struggle to become established in life and in nurturing a 
growing relationship.  

 
This anniversary is a time when you can reassure each other.  As 

you express to each other deep loyalty and loving trust as the continued 
basis of your marriage relationship. 

 
The anniversary is, as it were a plateau from which you can look 

together with gratitude and humility in your hearts on the years that have 
passed, conscious of the sharing, the caring, the joys and sorrows, of 
family life and of wonderful friends made; and you can look forward to 
the future with strength and assurance of even wider joys and experiences. 

 
Both of you believe in marriage and in the fullness of the husband 

and wife relationship and you know that a deep bond unites you both 
together. All the stresses and tensions of the past have not weakened your 
love but have only made you more determined to stand by each other.  
This relationship is and must be very deep - as the poet says, 

 
“Deep calls to deep in the roar of the cataracts” 
 
Your relationship, I know, is as important to you as life itself. 

Today’s re-commitment should encourage you both to continue that 
dedication to each other so that you can look forward to a settled and 
contented future. 
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READING   1 Corinthians 13 
 
Love is always patient and kind.  It is never jealous.  Love is never 

boastful or conceited, it is never rude or selfish, it does not take offense 
and it is not resentful.  Love takes no pleasure in other people’s faults, but 
delights in the truth.   

 
It is always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope.  It is always ready to 

endure whatever comes.  True love does not come to an end. Two lives, 
two people, so very different, yet so similar.  Together we stand as one, 
sharing our future as it comes.  The past is that - past.   

 
Buds are yet to blossom, with care and trust, the best to be 

revealed. 
 

Honesty and kindness, are the fruits of love.  Lord bless this day and 
always, to enrich us so our love will never end. 

 
 
Before you are re-joined together in marriage in my presence and 

in the presence of these your family, friends and witnesses, I am to remind 
you once more of the serious and binding nature of the relationship you 
are now about to re-enter. 

 
Marriage as most of us understand it, is a voluntary and full 

commitment of a man to a woman and a woman to a man.  It is made in 
the deepest sense to the exclusion of all others and is entered into with the 
desire, hope and the firm intention that it will last for life. 

 
Minister:  I shall now ask you to take your vows. 
 
I (Groom’s Name) re-affirm my love to you (Bride’s Name) as I 

invite you to share my life. I promise always to respect your needs. I will 
endeavor through kindness, unselfishness and trust to achieve the warm 
rich life we now look forward to. To this end, I call upon all present to 
witness that I continue to take you to be my lawful wife, to have and to 
hold, from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in 
sickness and in health while we both shall live. 

 
I (Bride’s Name) re-affirm my love to you (Groom’s Name) as I 

invite you to share my life. I promise always to respect your needs. I will 
endeavor through kindness, unselfishness and trust to achieve the warm 
rich life we now look forward to. To this end, I call upon all present to 
witness that I continue to take you to be my lawful husband, to have and to 
hold, from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in 
sickness and in health while we both shall live. 
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VOWS 
 
Groom:  (Bride’s Name), with this ring I thee again wed.  Take it 

and wear it as a pledge of my love, and as a symbol of all we shall share. 
 
Bride:  (Groom’s Name), with this ring I thee again wed.  Take it 

and wear it as a pledge of my love, and as a symbol of all we shall share. 
 
Minister:  (Bride’s and Groom’s Names), you have declared before 

all of us that you will continue to live together in marriage.  You have 
made special promises to each other which have been symbolized by the 
joining of hands, taking of vows and the giving and receiving of two rings. 

 
I declare that the blessing of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you and 

also the blessing of all of us will remain with you as husband and wife. 
 
Now that the ceremony is over and the experience of living day by 

day is about to re-commence, go and meet life gladly. 
 
Embrace and re-introduction of Mr. and Mrs. (Name). 
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CEREMONY NO: 36 Christian Medieval Ceremony 
 
This is a popularized Medieval ceremony... It is a short version of 

the full, original text - for which some couples then add modern passages 
or readings to it. It also is shorter.  

 
At the day and time appointed for solemnization of Matrimony, the 

persons to be married shall come into the porch of the Church with their 
friends and neighbors; and there standing together, the Man on the right 
hand, and the woman on the left, with that person who shall give the 
Woman betwixt them, the Priest shall say: 

 
Dearly beloved, we are gathered together here in the sight of God 

to join together this Man and this Woman in holy Matrimony; which is an 
honorable estate, instituted of God in Paradise, and into which holy estate 
these two persons present come now to be joined. 
 
Therefore if any man can show any just cause, why they may not lawfully 
be joined together, let him now speak, or else hereafter for ever hold his 
peace. 
 
I require and charge you both, as ye will answer at the dreadful day of 
judgment when the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed, that if either of 
you know any impediment, why ye may not be lawfully joined together in 
Matrimony, that ye confess it. For ye be well assured, that so many as be 
coupled together otherwise than God's Word doth allow are not joined 
together by God; neither is their Matrimony lawful. At which day of 
Marriage, if any man do allege and declare any impediment, why they 
may not be coupled together in Matrimony, by God's Law, or the Laws of 
the Realm; and will be bound, and sufficient sureties with him, to the 
parties; or else put in a Caution (to the full value of such charges as the 
persons to be married do thereby sustain) to prove his allegation; then the 
solemnization must be deferred, until such time as the truth be tried.  
 
If no impediment be alleged, then shall the Priest say unto the Man: Wilt 
the have this Woman to be thy wedded wife, to live together after God's 
ordinance in the holy estate of Matrimony? Wilt the love her, comfort her, 
honor, and keep her, in sickness and in health; and forsaking all other, 
keep thee only unto her, so long as ye both shall live? 
 
The Man shall answer: I will. 
 
Then shall the Priest say to the Woman: Wilt the have this man to be thy 
wedded husband, to live together after God's ordinance in the holy estate 
of Matrimony? Wilt the obey him, and serve him, love, honor, and keep 
him in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all other, keep thee only unto 



 

Wedding Ceremonies and More 
Rev. William Moffitt D.D.                                                                Page 92                      

him, so long as ye both shall live? 
 
The Woman shall answer: I will. 
 
Thus ends the formal betrothal. The couple shall advance to the Altar, led 
by the Minister, who shall then turn to the assembled company, and say: 
 
Who giveth this Woman to be married to this Man? 
 
The person who gives the Woman shall answer, and shall place the 
Woman's right hand in the hand of the Minister, and then shall retire. Then 
shall they give their troth to each other in this manner: The Minister, 
receiving the Woman at her father's or friend's hands, shall cause the Man 
with his right hand to take the Woman by her right hand, and to say after 
him as followeth, 

 
GROOM' VOW: "I, ___________, take thee __________ to my 

wedded wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for 
worse, for richer for poorer, for fairer or fouler, in sickness and in health, 
to love and to cherish, till death us depart, according to God's holy 
ordinance; and thereunto I plight thee my troth. 
 
Then shall they loose their hands; and the Woman, with her right hand 
taking the Man by his right hand, shall likewise say after the Minister, 

 
BRIDE'S VOW: I ___________ take thee___________ to my 

wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for 
worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, to be bonny and 
buxom at bed and at board, to love and to cherish, till death us depart, 
according to God's holy ordinance; and thereunto I plight thee my troth. 

 
Then shall they again loose their hands; and the Man shall give 

unto the Woman a Ring, laying the same upon the Book with the 
accustomed duty to the Priest and Clerk. And the Priest shall bless the 
Ring(s) in the following manner: 

 
Bless these Rings, O merciful Lord, that those who wear them, that 

give and receive them, may be ever faithful to one another, remain in your 
peace, and live and grow old together in your love, under their own vine 
and fig tree, and seeing their children's children. Amen. 

 
And the Priest, taking the Ring, shall deliver it to the Man, to put it 

on the fourth finger of the Woman's left hand. And the Man holding the 
ring there, and taught by the Priest, shall say, 
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GROOM: With this Ring I thee wed, (here placing it upon her 
thumb) and with my body I thee honor, (here placing it upon her index 
finger) and with all my worldly goods I thee endow; (here placing it upon 
her ring finger) In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 
If it be a double-ring ceremony, let the Woman do the same as the 

Man, giving him the ring, and repeating the same words as he. They both 
shall kneel down; and the Minister shall say, 

 
Let us pray. O Eternal God, Creator and Preserver of all mankind, 

Giver of all spiritual grace, the Author of everlasting life; Send thy 
blessing upon these thy servants, this man and this woman, whom we 
bless in thy Name; + that, as Isaac and Rebecca lived faithfully together, 
so these persons may surely perform and keep the vow and covenant 
betwixt them made, whereof this Ring given and received is a token and 
pledge, and may ever hereafter remain in perfect love and peace together, 
and live according to thy laws; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
And here shall be said the LORD'S PRAYER. 

 
Then shall the Priest join their right hands together, and say, 
 
Those whom God hath joined together let no man put asunder. 

Then shall the Minister speak unto the people. Forasmuch as N and N 
have consented together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed the same 
before God and this company, and thereto have given and pledged their 
troth each to the other, and have declared the same by giving and receiving 
of a Ring, and by joining of hands; I pronounce therefore that they be Man 
and Wife together, in the Name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen 

 
The Minister shall add this blessing. 
 
God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, 

and keep you; the Lord mercifully with his favor look upon you; and so 
fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace, that ye may so live 
together in this life, that in the world to come ye may have life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
And here the Minister shall turn the couple to the Company, and 

they may kiss each the other, and then proceed from the Altar. And if it be 
the wish of the couple to take Communion, they may do it privately, 
following these ceremonies. 
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CEREMONY NO: 37 --From the Prayerbook of 
Edward VI 

(Reigned 1537-1553; Transcription) 
 
First the bannes must be asked three seueral Soondaies or holye 

dayes, in the service tyme, the people beeyng presente, after the 
accustomed manner.  

And if the persons that woulde bee maried dwel in diuers parishes, 
the bannes must bee asked in bothe parishes, and the Curate of thone 
parish shall not solemnize matrimonie betwixt them, withoute a certificate 
of the bannes beeyng thrise asked from the Curate of thother parishe.  

At the daye appointed for Solenizacion of Matrimonie, the 
persones to be maried shal come into the bodie of ye churche, with theyr 
frends and neighbors. And there the preist shal thus saye. 

  
Deerly beloued friends, we are gathered together here in the syght 

of God, and in the face of his congregationm to ioyne together this man 
and this woman on holy matrmonie, which is an honorable estate instituted 
of God in paradise, in the time of mannes [inncecie?], signifying unto us 
the mistcal union that is betwixte Christe and his Churche: which holy 
estste, Christe adorned and beutified with his presence, and first miracle 
that he wrought in Cana of Galile, and is commended of Sainct Paule to be 
honorable emong all men; and is therfore not to bee enterprised, nor taken 
in hande unaduisedlye, lightelye, or wantonly to satisfye mens carnal 
lustes and appetites, like brute beastes that haue no understanding: but 
reuerentely, discretely, aduisedly, soberly, and in the feare of God. Duely 
consideryng the causes for the whiche matrimonie was ordained. One 
cause was the procreacion of children, to be brought up in the feare and 
nurture of the Lord, an prayse of God. Secondly it was ordained for a 
remedie agaynst sinne, and to auoide fornicatcion, that suche persones as 
bee maried, might liue chastlie in matrimonie, and kepe themselues 
undefiled members of Christes bodye.Thirdlye for the mutuall societe, 
helpe, and coumfort, that the one oughte to haue of thother, boht in 
prosperitie and aduersitie. Into the whiche holy estate these two presones 
present come noew to be ioyned. Therfore if any man can shewe any iuste 
cause why they maie not lawfully be ioyned so together: Leat him now 
speake, or els hereafter for euer hold his peace.  

 
And also speakyng to the persones that shalbe maried, he shalle 

saie.  
 
I require and charge you (as you will aunswere at the dreadfull 

daye of iudgemente, when the secretes of all hartes shalbe disclosed) that 
if either of you doe knowe of any impedimente, why ye maie not bee 
lawfully ioyned together in matrimonie, that ye confesse it. For be ye wel 
assured, that so manye as bee coupled together otherwaies the Goddes 



 

Wedding Ceremonies and More 
Rev. William Moffitt D.D.                                                                Page 95                      

woord doeth allow: are not ioyned of God, neither is their matrimonie 
lawful.  

 
At which daye of mariage yf any man doe allege any impedimente 

why they maye not be coupled together on matrmonie; And will be bound 
and suritied with hym, to the parties, or els put in a caution to the full 
value of suche charges as the persones to bee maried do susteyne to proue 
allegacion: the the Solemnizacion muste bee differred, unto suche tyme as 
the trueth be tried. Yf no impedimente bee alleged, then shall the Curate 
saye unto the man.  

 
[N.] Willte thou haue this woman to thy wedde wife, to liue 

together after Goddes ordeinuce in the holy estate of matrimonie? Wilt 
thou loue her, coumforte her, honor, and kepe her in sicknesse and in 
health? And forsaking all other kepe thee only to her, so long as you both 
shall liue?  

 
The man shall aunswere.  
I will.  
 
Then shall the priest saye to the woman.  
 
[N.] Wilt thou haue this man to thy wedde houseband, to liue 

together after Goddes ordienaunce, in the holy estate of matrimonie? Wilt 
thou abey him, and serue him, loue, honor, and kepe him in sicknes, and in 
health? And forsaking al other kepe thee onely to him, so long as you 
bothe shall liue?  

 
The woman shall aunswere.  
I will.  
 
Then shall the Minister say.  
 
Who qeueth this woman to be maried to this man?  
And the minister receiuing the woman at her father or frendes 

handes: shall cause the man to take the woman by the right hande, and so 
either geue their trouth to the other: the man first saying.  

 
I [N.] take thee [N.] to my wedde wife, to haue and to holde from 

this day forwarde, for better, for wurse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness, 
and in health, to loue and to cherishe, til death us departe: according to 
Goddes holy ordinuance: And thereto I plight thee my trouth.  

 
Then shall they looce handes, and the woman taking again the man 

by the right hande shall say.  
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I [N.] take thee [N.] to my wedde husbande, to haue and to holde 
from this day forwarde, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in 
sickenes, and in health, to loue, cherishe, and to obey, till death us departe: 
accordyng to Goddes holy ordeinaunce: and thereto I giue thee my trouth.  

 
Then shall they agayne looce theyr handes, and the manne shall 

geue unto the womanne a ring, and other tokens of spousage, as golde or 
siluer, laying the same upon the boke: And the Priest taking the ring shall 
deliuer it unto the man: to puy upon the fowerth finger of the womans left 
hande. And the man taught by the priest, shall say.  

 
With thys ring I thee wed: Thys golde and siluer I thee geue: with 

my body I thee wurship: and withal my worldly goodes I thee endoew. In 
the name of the Father, and of the Sonne, and of the Holy Goste. Amen.  

 
Then the man leauyng the ring upon the fowerth finger of the 

womans left hande, the minister shal say.  
 
Let us pray. O eternal God creator of al mankinde, geuer of al 

spiritual grace, the auther of euerlasting life: Sende thy blessing upon 
these the seruauntes, thys manne and this woman, whome we blesse in thy 
name, that as Issac an Rebecca (after bracellets and jewels of golde geuen 
of thone to thother for tokes of their matrmonie) liued faithfullt together; 
So these persons may surely perfourme and kepe the vowe and couenaunt 
betwixt them made, wherof the ring geuen, and receiued, is a token and 
pledge. And may euer remayne in perfite loue and peace together; And 
lyue accordyng to thy lawes; through Jesus Christe our Lorde. Amen.  

 
Then shall the minister speake unto the people.  
 
Forasmuche as [N]. and [N]. haue consented together in holye 

wedlocke, and haue witnessed the same here before god and this cupany; 
and thereto haue geue and pleged theyr trouth eyther to other, an haue 
declared the same by ioyning of handes: I pronounce that they bee man 
and wyfe together. In the name of the Father, of the Sonne, and of the 
Holy Goste. Amen  

 
And the minister shall adde this blessyng.  
 
God the Father blesse you. God the Sonne kepe you: God the 

Holye Goste lighte your understanding: The Lorde mercifully with his 
fouour loke upon you, and so fil you with al spiritual benediction, and 
grace, that you may haue remissio of your sinnes in this life, and in the 
worlde to come lyfe everlastyng. Amen.  
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READINGS 
 

READINGS NO: 1 
 

Everyday you live 
 
Everyday you live, learn how to receive love with as much  
understanding as you give it. 
Find things within yourself, then you can share them with each  
other.  
Do not fear this love. 
Have an open heart and a sincere mind.  
Be sincerely interested in each other’s happiness.   
Be constant and consistent in your love.   
From this comes security and strength.   
All that we love deeply becomes a part of us on this day of your  
marriage.   
Try to commit yourselves fully and freely to each other. 
 
- Walter Pinder 
 

READING NO: 2 
 

1 Corinthians 13  (Shortened version) 
 
Love is always patient and kind. It is never jealous. 
Love is never boastful or conceited, it is never rude or selfish, it  
does not take offense and is not resentful. 
Love takes no pleasure in other people’s faults, but delights in the  
truth. 
It is always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope. It is always ready to  
endure whatever comes. True love does not come to an end. 
 

READING NO: 3 
 

Remember the word of Kahlil Gibran: 
 
Love one another, but make not a bond of love. 
Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of our souls. 
Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you be  
alone, even as the strings of a lute are alone though they quiver  
with the same music.  Give your hearts, but not into each other’s  
keeping, for only the hand of life can contain your hearts. 
Stand together but not too near together.  For the pillars of the  
temple stand apart and the oak and the cypress grow not in each  
other’s shadow. 
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READING NO: 4 

 
Marriage is love 

 
If two are caring as they are sharing life’s hopes and fears. 
If the music of laughter outweighs sadness and tears. 
Marriage is togetherness. 
If both derive pleasure from the mere presence of each other, 
yet when parted no jealousies restrict, worry or smother. 
Marriage is freedom. 
If achievements mean more when they benefit two 
and consideration is shown with each point of view. 
Marriage is respect. 
And if togetherness, freedom and respect are combined 
with a joy that words can never fully define, then 
Marriage is love. 
 
Gloria Matthew 
 

READING NO: 5 
 

Love is the reason 
 
Love is the reason why this day was chosen by you both to begin  
your lives together and love is the reason why you both will give  
with all hearts for the good of each other. 
Love is the reason that together you will become one; one in hope;  
one in believing in life; one in sharing the coming years. 
 

READING NO: 6 
 

Two Lives 
 
Two lives, two people, so very different, yet so similar. 
Together we stand as one, sharing our future as it comes.  
The past is that -- past. 
Buds are yet to blossom, with care and trust, the best is yet to be  
revealed. 
Honesty and kindness, are the fruits of love.  
Lord bless this day and always to enrich us so our love will never  
end. 
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READING NO: 7 
 

1 Corinthians 13 
 
Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have  
not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 
And though I have the gift of prophecy, and all knowledge; and  
though I have all faith so that I could remove mountains, and have  
not charity, I am nothing. 
 
And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I  
give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me  
nothing. 
 
Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity  
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself  
unseemly; seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no  
evil; 
 
Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth  
all things. 
 
Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall  
fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be  
knowledge, it shall vanish away. 
 
For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 
But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part  
shall be done away. 
 
When I was a child I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I  
thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish  
things. 
 
For now we see through a glass darkly; but then face to face: now I  
know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 
 
And now abideth, faith, hope, charity, and the greatest of these is  
charity. 
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READING NO: 8 
 

Colossians 3:12-14 
 
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, 

kindness, lowliness, meekness, and patience, forbearing one another and, 
if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on 
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

  
 

ECCLESIASTES 4:9-12 
 
Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their 

toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow; but woe to him who is 
alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up.  Again, if two lie 
together, they are warm; but how can one be warm alone? And though a 
man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him. 

  
GENESIS 1:26-31 

 
Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, 

and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the 
livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the 
ground." So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said 
to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 
Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground." Then God said, "I give you every 
seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has 
fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of 
the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the 
ground--everything that has the breath of life in it--I give every green plant 
for food." And it was so. God saw all that he had made, and it was very 
good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth day.  

 



 

Wedding Ceremonies and More 
Rev. William Moffitt D.D.                                                                Page 101                      

READING NO: 9 
 

Sonnet 116 
 
Let me not to the marriage of true minds. 
Admit impediments; love is not love. 
Which alters when it alteration finds. 
Or bends with the remover to remove. 
Oh no! It is an ever-fixed mark. 
That looks on tempests and is never shaken. 
It is the star to every wand'ring bark, 
Whose worth's unknown, although his height be taken. 
Love's not Time's fool, though rosy lips and cheeks 
Within his bending sickle's compass come; 
Love alters not with its brief hours and weeks, 
But bears it out even to the edge of doom. 
If this be error and upon me proved, 
I never writ, nor no man ever loved. 
 
- William Shakespeare 
 
 

 
 

READING NO: 10 
 

There we are one 
 
When I go to the place in me that is Love 
And you go into that place in you that is Love 
 
There we are ONE. 
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READING NO: 11 
 

In Love Made Visible 
 
In love are we made visible 
As in a magic bath 
are unpeeled 
to the sharp pit 
so long concealed 
 
With love's alertness 
we recognize the soundless whimper 
of the soul behind the eyes 
A shaft opens, and the timid thing 
at last leaps to surface with full-spread wing 
The fingertips of love discover more than the body's smoothness 
They uncover a hidden conduit 
for the transfusion 
of empathy’s that circumvent 
the mind's intrusion 
 
In love are we set free 
Objective bone 
and flesh no longer insulate us 
to ourselves alone 
We are released 
and flow into each other's cup 
Our two frail vials pierced 
drink each other up 
 
- May Swenson 
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READING NO: 12 
 

A Vision 
 
Two angels among the throng of angels 
paused in the upward abyss, facing angel to angel. 
 
Blue and green glowed the wing feathers 
of one angel, from red to gold the sheen 
of the other's. 
 
These two, so far as angels may dispute, were poised 
on the brink of dispute, brink of fall from angelic stature,  
for these tall ones, angels whose wingspan encompasses entire 
earthly villages, whose heads if their feet touched earth  
would top pines or redwoods, live by their vision's harmony 
which sees at one glance the dark and light of the moon. 
 
These two hovered dazed before one another, 
for one saw the sea feathered, peacock breakered 
crests of the other angel's magnificence, different from his own, 
and the other's eyes flickered with vision of 
flame petallings, cream-gold grainfeather glitterings, 
the wings of his fellow, and both in immortal danger of dwindling,  
of dropping into the remote forms of a lesser being. 
 
But as these angels, the only halted ones 
among the many who passed and repassed, 
trod air as swimmers tread water, each gazing on the angelic wings  
of the other, the intelligence proper to great angels flew into their  
wings, the intelligence called intellectual love, which, 
understanding the perfection’s of scarlet, 
leapt up among blues and greens strong shafted, 
and among amber down illumined the sapphire bloom, 
so that each angel was iridescent with the strange newly-seen 
hues he watched; and their discovering pause 
and the speech their silent interchange of perfection was 
never became a shrinking to opposites, 
and they remained free in the heavenly chasm, 
remained angels, but dreaming angels, 
each imbued with the mysteries of the other. 
 
- Denise Levertov 
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READING NO: 13 
 

The Passionate Shepherd to His Love 
 
Come live with me and be my love, And we will all the pleasures  
prove  
 
That valleys, groves, hills, and fields, woods, or steepy mountain  
yields.  
 
And we will sit upon the rocks, Seeing the shepherds feed their  
flocks,  
 
By shallow rivers to whose falls Melodious birds sing madrigals. 
 
And I will make thee beds of roses And a thousand fragrant posies, 
A cap of flowers, and a kirtle Embroidered all with leaves of  
myrtle; 
 
A gown made of the finest wool Which from our pretty lambs we  
pull; 
 
 Fair lined slippers for the cold, With buckles of the purest gold; 
 
A belt of straw and ivy buds, With coral clasps and amber studs:  
And if these pleasures may thee move, Come live with me,  
and be my love. 
 
The shepherds' swains shall dance and sing For thy delight each  
May morning: If these delights thy mind may move, Then live with  
me and be my love. 
 
- Christopher Marlowe 
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READING NO: 14 
 

From Sonnets from the Portuguese 
 
How do I love thee? Let me count the ways. 
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height My soul can reach,  
when feeling out of sight   
For the ends of Being and ideal Grace.  
I love thee to the level of every day's  Most quiet need, by sun and  
candle-light. I love thee freely, as men strive for Right; 
I love thee purely, as they turn from Praise. 
I love thee with the passion put to use 
In my old grief’s, and with my childhood's faith. 
 I love thee with a love I seemed to lose 
With my lost saints I love thee with the breath, Smiles, tears, of all  
my life!-and, if God choose, I shall but love thee better after death. 
 
- Elizabeth Barrett Browning 



 

Wedding Ceremonies and More 
Rev. William Moffitt D.D.                                                                Page 106                      

READING NO: 15 
 

The Ivy Crown 
 
The whole process is a lie, unless, crowned by excess, 
it break forcefully, one way or another, from its confinement- 
or find a deeper well 
Anthony and Cleopatra were right; 
they have shown the way. I love you or I do not live at all. 
Daffodil time is past.  This is summer, summer! 
the heart says, and not even the full of it. No doubts are permitted- 
though they will come and may before our time overwhelm us. 
We are only mortal but being mortal can defy our fate. 
We may by an outside chance even win!   
We do not look to see jonquils and violets come again 
but there are, still, the roses! 
 
Romance has no part in it.  The business of love is 
cruelty which, by our wills, we transform 
to live together.  It has its seasons, for and against,  
whatever the heart fumbles in the dark to assert toward the end of  
May.   
Just as the nature of briars is to tear flesh, I have proceeded. 
 
Keep the briars out, they say.  You cannot live and keep free of  
briars. 
Children pick flowers. 
Let them. 
Though having them in hand they have no further use for them 
but leave them crumpled it the curb's edge. 
 
At our age the imagination across the sorry facts 
lifts us to make roses stand before thorns. 
Sure love is cruel and selfish and totally obtuse- 
at least, blinded by the light, young love is. 
But we are older, I to love and you to be loved, 
we have, no matter how, 
by our wills survived to keep the jeweled prize 
always at our finger tips. We will it so and so it is 
past, all accident. 
 
- William Carlos Williams 
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READING NO: 16 
 

The Lord's Prayer: Traditional Version 
 
Our Father which art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
As it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

READING NO: 17 
 

The Lords Prayer Modern Version 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
Holy be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us at the time of trial 
And deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory 
Are yours now and ever more. 
Amen. 
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READING NO: 18 
 

The Desiderata 
 
Go placidly amid the noise and haste 
And remember what peace there may be in silence. 
Be yourself, especially do not feign affection. 
Neither be cynical about love, for in the face of all aridity 
and disenchantment it is perennial as the grass.  
Be gentle with yourselves. 
You are the children of the universe 
No less than the trees and stars. 
Be at peace with God 
Whatever you conceive Him to be 
And whatever your labors and aspirations. 
In the noisy confusion of life 
Keep peace with your souls. 
 

READING NO: 19 
 

Blessing 
 
All praise and blessing to you, God of love, 
Creator of the universe, 
Maker of man and woman in your likeness, 
Source of blessing for married life. 
All praise to you, for you have created 
Courtship and marriage, 
Joy and gladness, 
Feasting and laughter, 
Pleasure and delight. 
May your blessing come in full upon 
(Groom’s Name) and (Bride’s Name) 
May they know your presence in their joys and sorrows.  
May they reach old age in the company of friends  
And come at last to your eternal kingdom. 
Amen. 
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READING NO: 20 
 

A Reading from the New Testament 
 
(1 Corinthians 13:4-8 and 13, J.B. Philips translation) 
 
Love is slow to lose patience... It looks for a way of being 

constructive. 
 
It is not possessive... It is neither anxious to impress, nor does it 

cherish inflated ideas of its own importance. 
 
Love has good manners, and does not pursue selfish advantage. It 

is not touchy... It does not keep account of evil, or gloat over the 
wickedness of other people. 

 
On the contrary, it is glad when truth prevails. 
 
Love knows no limits to its endurance,  no end to its trust,  no 

fading of its hope. 
 
It can outlast anything. It is in fact the one thing that still stands 

when all else is fallen. 
 
In this life we have three great lasting qualities: faith, hope and 

love... But the greatest is love. 
 

READING NO: 21 
 

The Prophet  (fuller Version) 
 
Then Almitra spoke again and said: 
And what of marriage, master? 
And he answered, saying: 
You were born together, and together you shall be for evermore, 
Aye, you shall be together even in the silent memory of God, 
But let there be spaces in your togetherness, and let the winds of  
heaven dance between you. Love one another, but make not a bond  
of love; 
 
Let it rather be a moving sea between the shore of your souls. 
 
Fill each other's cup but drink not from one cup,  
Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf, 
Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you be  
alone, 
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Even as the strings of a lute are alone though they quiver with the  
same music. 
 
Give your hearts, but not into each other's keeping,  
For only the hand of Life can control your hearts;  
And stand together yet not too near together, 
For the pillars of the temple stand apart 
 
And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other's shadow. 
 
- Kahlil Gibran 
 



 

Wedding Ceremonies and More 
Rev. William Moffitt D.D.                                                                Page 111                      

READING NO: 22 
 
The Master Speed, on the occasion of his daughter's 

wedding 
 
No speed of wind or water rushing by 
But you have speed far greater. You can climb 
Back up a stream of radiance to the sky, 
And back through history up the stream of time. 
And you were given this swiftness, not for haste, 
Nor chiefly that you may go where you will, 
But in the rush of everything to waste, 
That you may have the power of standing still 
Off any still or moving thing you say. 
Two such as you with such a master speed 
Cannot be parted nor be swept away 
From one another once you are agreed 
That life is only life for evermore 
Together wing to wing and oar to oar. 
 
- Robert Frost 
 

READING NO: 23 
 

The Gift of Friendship 
 
Friendship is a priceless gift that cannot be bought or sold,  
But its value is far greater than a mountain made of gold. 
For gold is cold and lifeless, it can neither see nor hear,  
And in the times of trouble it is powerless to cheer. 
It has no ears to listen, no heart to understand. 
It cannot bring you comfort or reach out a helping hand. 
So when you ask God for a gift, be thankful if he sends 
Not diamonds, pearls or riches, but the love of real true friends. 
Friends, Today I will marry my best friend 
The one I have laughed and cried with, The one I have learned  
from and shared with, The one I have chosen to support, encourage  
and give myself to through all these days God has given us to  
share. 
 
- Helen Steiner Rice 
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READING NO: 24 
 

from Notes to Myself 
 
For communication to have meaning it must have a life.  
It must transcend “you and me” and become “us”.  
If I truly communicate, I see you in a life that is not me and  
become part of it. And you see and partake of me. In a small way  
we grow out of our old selves and become something new. 
 
To have this kind of sharing I cannot enter a conversation  
clutching myself. I must enter it with loose boundaries. I must give  
myself to the relationship and be willing to be what grows out of it. 
 
- Hugh Prather 
 

READING NO: 25 
 

A Tender Message 
 
If you have a tender message Or a loving word to say 
Do not wait until you forget it, But whisper it today; 
The tender word unspoken, The letter never sent, 
The long-forgotten messages, 
The wealth of love unspent-- 
For these some hearts are breaking, For these some loved ones  
wait; 
So show me that you care for them Before it is too late. 
 
- Frank Herbert Sweet 
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READING NO: 26 
 

The Owl and the Pussy Cat 
 
The Owl and the Pussy-Cat went to sea 
In a beautiful pea-green boat. 
They took some honey, and plenty of money, 
Wrapped up in a five-pound note. 
The Owl looked up to the stars above 
And sang to a small guitar, 
'O lovely Pussy! O Pussy, my love, 
What a beautiful Pussy you are.' 
 
Pussy said to the Owl, 'You elegant fowl! 
How charmingly sweet you sing! 
O let us be married! Too long we have tarried: 
But what shall we do for a ring?' 
They sailed away for a year and a day, 
To the land where the bong-tree grows, 
And there in the wood a Piggy-wig stood 
With a ring at the end of his nose. 
His nose, his nose, 
With a ring at the end of his nose. 
 
“Dear Pig, are you willing to sell for one shilling Your ring?” Said  
the Pig, 
“I will”. 
So they took it away, and were married next day By the turkey  
who lives in the hill. 
 
They dined on mince, and slices of quince, Which they ate with a  
runcible spoon; 
 
And hand in hand, on the edge of the sand, They danced by the  
light of the moon, 
The moon, the moon, 
They danced by the light of the moon. 
 
- Edward Lear 
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READING NO: 27 
 

We Will Not Wish you Joy 
 
We will not wish you joy on this great day, 
For Joy is in your hearts and goes with you Along the fragrant,  
mystic, sunlit way; 
We will not wish you joy whilst love is new. 
 
But this is our wish----May you be strong enough 
To shelter love, and keep it safe from harm, 
When winds blow high, and roads are steep and rough, 
May you protect your love, preserve its charm. 
 
When days are dark, may love be your sure light. 
When days are cold, may love be your right fire, 
Your guiding star when hope is out of sight, 
The essence and sun of your desire. 
 
May love be with you through the flight of years, 
Then after storms, there will always be calm. 
Though you have cause for heartache and for tears, 
Despair lasts not, when love is there for balm. 
 
This be the prayer we breathe for you today: 
When you have reached the summit of life's hill,  
May it be possible for you to say: 
 
“Married long years, but we are lovers still.” 
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READING NO: 28 
 

I am 
 
I am the living light 
 
I am at peace and in harmony with all life and with all vibrations. 
 
In all my being I grow ever upwards in the light and beauty of  
truth. 
 
In all that I do at all times and in all ways. 
 
May the living spirit be manifest in and through me, 
that I may be a living light in the service of others. 

 
 

READING NO: 29 
 

Carnal Cerebral Love 
 
Carnal Cerebral Love 
I want to make love to your mind 
Stimulate me with your intellect, your insight and understanding. 
Ignite me with random connections and your clever wit. 
 
Carnal Cerebral Love 
I want to make love to your inner being. 
Allow me to delight in your orgasmic, dynamic mind. 
Open up and invite me into the deep warmth of your soul. 
 
Carnal Cerebral Love 
Let our synapses dance entangle and connect at the same plateau. 
Complete each other’s sentences, not our lives. 
 
Carnal Cerebral Love, Our physical being 
Our external egos decay daily and by the moment only our inner  
selves intact 
 
-Denise Castellucci 
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READING NO: 30 
 

Art of Marriage 
 
A Good Marriage must be created. 
In the Art of Marriage, the little things are the big things; 
It is never being too old to hold hands.  
It is remembering to say, "1 love you," at least once each day. 
It is never going to sleep angry. 
It is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives; 
It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family. 
It is speaking of appreciation, and demonstrating gratitude in  
thoughtful ways. 
It is having the capacity to forgive and forget.  
It is giving each other atmosphere in which each can grow. 
It is finding room for the things of the spirit. 
It is a common search for the good and the beautiful.  
It is not only marrying the right partner.  It is being the right  
partner. 
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READING NO: 31 
 

A Wedding Toast 
(read by a dear friend to the Bride and Groom) 
 
St. John tells how, at Cana's wedding-feast, The water-pots poured  
Wine in such amount That by his sober count there were a hundred  
gallons at the least.  It made no earthly sense, unless to show how  
whatsoever/ore elects to bless Brims to a sweet excess.  That can  
without depletion overflow. 
 
Which is to say that what love sees is true;  
That the world's fullness is not made but found. Life hungers to  
Abound and pour its plenty out for such as you. 
 
Now, if your loves will lend an ear to mine, 
I toast you both, good son and dear new daughter. May you not  
lack for water, And may that water smack of Cana's wine. 
 
- Richard Wilbur 
 

READING NO: 32 
 

Quiet Thoughts of the Seasons. 
 
The quiet thoughts of two people a long time in love 
Touch lightly, Like birds nesting in each other’s warmth 
 
You will know them by their laughter 
But to each other they speak mostly through their solitude. 
 
If they find themselves apart, they may dream of sitting  
undisturbed in each other's presence, of wrapping themselves  
warmly in each other's ease. 
 
As each Fall, when the trees shed their leaves to prepare  
for the next Spring's growth and fruit. 
 
May each year also bring closure-shedding the spent- 
and bring rebirth to the spirit of your marriage. 
 
Look ever to the future, 
for in it lies the creative power for your own lives. 
 
May you grow together like flowers and grass  
and may your life be a dance to the music of love. 
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READING NO: 33 
 

Most Like an Arch This Marriage 
 
Most like an arch--an entrance which upholds and shores the stone- 
crush up the air like lace.  Mass made idea, and idea held in place. 
A lock in time. Inside half-heaven unfolds. 
 
Most like an arch- two weaknesses that lean into a strength. 
Two fallings become firm. 
Two joined abeyance’s become a term naming the fact that teaches 
fact to mean. 
 
Not quite that? Not much less. World as it is, 
what's strong and separate falters. 
All you do at piling stone on stone apart from one another is  
roofless around nothing.  Till you kiss 
 
You are no more than uptight and unset. 
It is by falling in and in you make 
the all-bearing point, for one another's sake, 
in faultless fairing, raised by your own weight. 
 
John Ciardi (adapted) 
 

READING NO: 34 
 

Giving and Receiving 
 
I launched a smile; far out it sailed On life's wide troubled sea. 
And many more than I could count Came sailing back to me. 
 
I clasped a hand while whispering, "The clouds will melt away". 
I felt my life was very blessed,  All through the hours that day. 
 
I sent a thought of happiness Where it was needed sore, 
And very soon thereafter, found Joy adding to my store. 
 
I wisely shared my slender hoard, Toil earned coins of gold; 
But presently it flowed right back Increased a hundred fold. 
 
I helped another climb a hill, A little thing to do, 
And yet it brought a rich reward, A friendship that was new. 
 
I think each morning when I rise, Of how I may achieve, 
I know by serving I advance, By giving I receive. 
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READING NO: 35 
 

Any Wife or Husband 
 
Let us be guests in one another's house With deferential "No" and  
courteous "Yes” 
Let us take care to hide our foolish moods  
Behind a certain show of cheerfulness. 
 
Let us avoid all sudden silences; 
We should find fresh and sprightly things to say;  
I must be fearful lest you find me dull, 
And you must dread to bore me any way. 
 
Let us knock gently at each others heart,  
Glad of a chance to look within - and yet  
Let us remember that to force one's way  
Is the unpardoned breach of etiquette. 
 
So shall I be hostess- you, the host- 
Until all need for entertainment ends; 
We shall be lovers when the last door shuts  
But what is better still - we shall be friends. 
 
- Carol Haynes 
 

READING NO: 36 
 

Where There is Love 
 
Where there is love-the heart is light, Where there is love the day is  
bright, 
Where there is love there is a song. 
To help when things are going wrong, Where there is love there is  
a smile- 
To make all things seem more worthwhile, 
Where there is love there is quiet peace, 
A tranquil place where turmoils cease- 
Love changes darkness into light And makes the heart take  
wingless flight,  
Oh, blest are they who walk in love, They also walk with God  
above-- 
 
 
 
 



 

Wedding Ceremonies and More 
Rev. William Moffitt D.D.                                                                Page 120                      

And when you walk with God each day 
And kneel together when you pray, 
Your marriage will be truly blest, And God will guide your daily  
quest 
And love-that once seemed yours alone 
God gently blends into His own. 
 
- Helen Steiner Rice 
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READING NO: 37 
 

In Love Forever 
 
How can I stay in love with you forever? 
How can we make our relationship into a lifetime of sharing and  
joy? 
 
In order to stay in love Forever 
I must first find the right person to love and I have, in you 
 
In order to stay in love Forever 
we both must understand each other 
and ourselves vary well 
and we must be completely honest 
with each other at all times 
We both must have our own goals and interests and actively pursue  
them 
We both must have complete freedom of thought and we must  
encourage each other to follow our dreams 
We muse always be Fair, kind and supportive of each other 
We must dedicate ourselves to being equal partners in all that we  
feel and in all that we do. 
We must promise each other that we will always create time 
to just appreciate each other and our love and that we will never be  
lazy and take our love For granted 
 
In order for me to stay in love with you  
Forever and have a relationship that is a lifetime of sharing and  
loving  
I must really pledge myself to this wonderful commitment; 
and I must really want to stay in love with you forever and I do 
 
--Susan Polis Schutz 
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READING NO: 38 
 

Love 
 
Love is friendship that has caught fire. 
It is quiet understanding, mutual confidence, sharing and forgiving. 
It is loyalty through good and bad times. 
It settles for less than perfection and makes allowances for  
human weaknesses. 
Love is content with the present, it hopes for the future, 
and it doesn't brood over the past. 
It’s the day-in and day-out chronicle of irritations,  
problems, compromises, 
small disappointments, big victories and working toward common  
goals. 
If you have love in your life, it can make up, 
for a great many things that are missing. 
If you don't have love in your life, no matter what else there is, 
It's not enough. 
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READING NO: 39 
 

Love is always 
 
Love is an ocean of discovery 
A multitude of experiences to treasure 
It is the alliance of two lives for always 
Not to become one life, but to be two hearts beating in time 
 
Love will hold you near to one another 
So that you never feel alone 
It will keep you warm within 
So that there never be frost around your hearts 
Love will grow, will ripen and be ever strong 
So that there never be emptiness in your souls 
 
Love is the most precious gift to bestow 
A resplendent gift to receive 
And MARRIAGE is the promise to cherish your love 
To guide its path and never let its glory pass unnoticed 
Love is the rapture of this day that will be with you always 
Fulfilling you, shining through you ALWAYS 
 
- Melissa Jaggard 
 

READING NO: 40 
 

I Love You. 
 
I love you 
Because you have done more than any creed Could have done 
to make me good. 
 
And more than any fate Could have done 
To make me happy. 
 
You have done it Without a touch, 
Without a word, Without a sign. 
 
You have done it 
By being yourself. Perhaps that is what Being a friend means,  
After all. 
 
- Roy Croft. 



 

Wedding Ceremonies and More 
Rev. William Moffitt D.D.                                                                Page 124                      

READING NO: 41 
 

Now we are one 
 
When thoughts take wing a wedding ring encircles all our dreams 
And love abounds above, around, 
enriching all our schemes 
We plan together all our life 
to make our dreams come true 
When love is there a smile, a prayer, a hug, a kiss will do 
And then together hand in hand 
we go with love we've won 
And you will see 
the you and me 
that once were two -- are one 
 
- Kate Fisher 
 

READING NO: 42 
 

Best and most important 
 
"It is therefore possible for a civilized man and woman to be happy  
in marriage,  
although if this is to be the case a number of conditions must be  
fulfilled.  
There must be a feeling of complete equality on both sides;  
there must be no interference with mutual freedom;  
there must be the most complete physical and mental intimacy;  
and there must be a certain similarity in regard to standards of  
values ...  
Given all these conditions,  
I believe marriage to be the best  
and most important relation that can exist between two human  
beings." 
 
- Bertrand Russell 
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READING NO: 43 
 

Love’s Philosophy 
 
The fountains mingle with the river, and the river with the ocean, 
The winds of heaven mix forever, with a sweet emotion: 
Nothing in the world is single; all things by a law divine, 
in one another’s being mingle. 
Why not I with thine? 
See the mountains kiss high heaven and the waves clasp one  
another;  
no sister flower would be forgiven if it disdained its brother and  
the sunlight clasps the earth and the moon beams kiss the sea. 
What are all these kissings worth, if thou kiss not me? 
 
- Percy Bysshe Shelly 
 

READING NO: 44 
 

A Happy Couple. 
 
A happy couple standing hand in hand 
looking ahead to a promised land. 
 
(Bride’s and Groom’s Names), 
today as you promise to have and to hold, 
and you seal those vows with small bands of gold. 
As you journey the path of love together, 
so stormy as well as sunny weather. 
Remember there'll be some hills to climb, 
but you will be guided from time to time. 
So if ever you feel you've lost your way, 
just look to each other, and think of this day. 
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READING NO: 45 
 

This Day 
 
This day we shall remember well, as in our married love we dwell  
and cast our minds back to this time. 
 
You made me yours and I you mine 
 
In wedded love we choose to be, each binding each and yet each  
free. 
 
As days and months and years go on, our love will hold us firm  
and strong. 
 
The marriage vow this day we say, a vow we'll build on day by day  
and as we walk the path of life, the world will know we're man and  
wife. 
 
We two who now are but one soul, have each to play a different  
role and yet we know that all shall see, that bond of love twixt you  
and me. 
 
For in this life we each shall care, that all we do is 
all times fair, we pledge this day to be as one, in all those  
wondrous years to come. 
 
Brian Zouch 
 

READING NO: 46 
 

A Marriage Blessing 
 
As you enter into the little world that you promised to make  
brighter for each other, may He who harnesses the waves and  
hangs the sun out in the sky and puts the song in the birds  
especially bless you and make your marriage a good and a happy  
one! 
 
Love is indeed "a many splendored thing!" 
When it is given and returned, it enriches both the Lover and the  
Beloved. 
And as long as two people love each other, nothing in this world is  
too difficult or too impossible, for wanting to do something for the  
one you love takes all the burden out of it and the roughest way  
becomes smooth when you can travel it hand in hand. 
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READING NO: 47 
 

What Is Love? 
 
What is Love? 
No words can define it, it’s something so great only God could  
design it. 
Wonders of Wonders, beyond man’s conception, 
And only in God can love find true perfection. 
For love is enduring and patient and kind, 
It judges all things with the heart not the mind, 
And love can transform the most commonplace into beauty and  
splendor 
And sweetness and grace . . . 
For love is unselfish, giving more than it takes, 
And no matter what happens love never forsakes, 
It’s faithful and trusting and always believing, 
Guileless and honest and never deceiving . . . 
Yes, love is beyond what man can define, 
For love is immortal. 
 

READING NO: 48 
 

The Gift of Lasting Love 
 
Love is much more than a tender caress 
And more than bright hours of gay happiness, 
For a lasting love is made up of sharing 
Both hours that are “joyous” and also “despairing” . . . . 
It’s made up of patience and deep understanding 
And never selfish and stubborn demanding. 
It’s made up of “climbing the steep hills together” 
And facing with courage “Life’s stormiest weather” . . . . 
And nothing on earth or in heaven can part 
A love that has grown to be part of the heart 
And just like the sun and the stars and the sea 
This love will go on through eternity - 
For “true love” lives on when earthly things die 
For it’s part of the spirit that soars to the sky. 
 
- Helen Steiner Rice 
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READING NO: 49 
 

Blessed Are We. 
 
Blessed are we to go forward with love, 
For travel we will on the wings of a dove. 
As we travel through life forsaking all others, 
To be husband and wife, friends, and lovers. 
To learn from each other the knowledge we hold, 
And to face all tribulations and always be bold. 
We are not as young as we would like to be, 
But every new day will be a pleasure to see, 
To share and to care for each other always, 
And to love one another to the end of our days. 
These are the vows we make here today, 
And in our hearts we know they always will stay. 
 

READING NO: 50 
 

Our Friendship 
We have formed a friendship that has become invaluable to me.   
We discuss our goals and plan our future.   
We express our fears and talk about our dreams.   
We can be very serious or we can just have fun.   
We understand each other’s lives and try to encourage each other  
in all that we do.   
We have formed a friendship that makes our lives so much nicer. 
 
- Susan Polis Schutz 
 

READING NO: 51 
 

Time and Love 
 
Time is the essence of everyone’s life, 
Take time with your loved ones 
Have the time of your life. 
For nobody knows what tomorrow may bring, 
Be it luck, be it love, 
Can be most anything. 
But one thing I do know I’ll forever 
Love you still, 
My heart keeps on beating and my 
Dreams fulfill. 
Every minute, everyday, that you pass my way, 
I’ll love you forever, tomorrow and today. 



 

Wedding Ceremonies and More 
Rev. William Moffitt D.D.                                                                Page 129                      

READING NO: 52 
 

Apache Wedding Prayer 
 
Now you will feel no rain, 
For each of you will be shelter to the other. 
Now you will feel no cold, 
For each of you will be warmth to the other. 
Now there is no more loneliness, 
For each of you will be companion to the other. 
Now you are two bodies, 
But there is only one life before you. 
Go now to your dwelling place 
To enter into the days of your togetherness 
And may your days be good and long upon the earth. 
 

 
 

READING NO: 53 
 

Comfort Together 
 
Oh the comfort, the inexpressible comfort, 
Of feeling safe with a person. 
Having neither to weigh thoughts 
Nor measure words, but pour them all out just as they are, 
Chaff and grain together, 
And a faithful hand will take and sift 
Them, keep what is worth keeping, 
And with a breath of kindness blow the rest away. 
 
- George Eliot 
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VOWS 
 

VOW NO: 1 
 
(Bride’s Name), I am proud to take you as my wife for all of the  
time we have been together. 
There has always been the kind of love and understanding which is  
only shared when there is true love. 
You have helped me triumph over challenges presented  
Encouraged my personal growth and boosted my self esteem  
You have helped me become the person I am today  
and with your help I will be a better man, tomorrow than I was  
yesterday. 
I love the way you love and care for me. 
I love the way you trust and totally believe in me. 
I love the way you always look your very best for me. 
I love you now and I love my life with you. 
Today as we begin our lives as husband and wife. 
I totally commit myself to you. 
 
(Groom’s Name), I take you as my husband.  To say I love you is  
not enough, 
to try to condense the depth of my feelings into a few words is  
impossible. 
It doesn't tell of the respect I have for you as an individual, 
nor how I appreciate how tender and caring you really are 
nor the joy I find in your warm laughter,  
nor the tears I hold back for your pain,  
nor the strength you give when I need it the most,  
nor the pleasure I feel in your gentle touch. 
But if to say, “I love you” means all these things. 
Then let me say “I love you more each day”. 
 

 
 
 

VOW NO: 2 
 
Minister:  (Groom’s Name) will you take (Bride’s Name) to be  
your lawful wife,  will you love her, honor and keep her in  
sickness and in health and forsaking all others keep only unto her  
so long as you both shall live. 
 
Response: I will. 
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Minister:  (Bride’s Name) will you take (Groom’s Name) to be  
your lawful husband, will you love him, honor and keep him in  
sickness and in health and forsaking all others keep only unto him  
so long as you both shall live. 
 
Response: I will. 
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VOW NO: 3 
 
I commit myself to full closeness and to clearing up anything  
within me that stands in the way. 
 
I commit myself to my own complete development as an  
individual. 
 
I commit to revealing myself fully in our relationship, not to  
concealing myself. 
 
I commit myself to the full empowerment of people around me. 
 
I commit myself to acting from the awareness that I am 100  
percent the source of my reality. 
 
I commit myself to having a good time in our marriage. 
 
(Bride’s Name), I want to be with you always. I choose you above  
all others to share my life with me in marriage. 
I love you for yourself and I want you to become all that you can  
be. 
I promise to honor this pledge as long as I live. 
 
 
I commit myself to full closeness and to clearing up anything  
within me that stands in the way. 
 
I commit myself to my own complete development as an  
individual. 
 
I commit to revealing myself fully in our relationship, not to  
concealing myself. 
 
I commit myself to the full empowerment of people around me. 
 
I commit myself to acting from the awareness that I am 100  
percent the source of my reality. 
 
I commit myself to having a good time in our marriage. 
 
(Groom’s Name), I want to be with you always. I choose you  
above all others to share my life with me in marriage. 
I love you for yourself and I want you to become all that you can  
be. 
I promise to honor this pledge as long as I live. 
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VOW NO: 4 
Minister:  (Groom’s Name), will you have this woman to be thy 

lawful wedded wife/partner/spouse, to live together after God's ordinance 
in the holy estate of matrimony? Will you love her, comfort her, honor and 
keep her in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, keep thee only 
unto her, so long as ye both shall live? 

 
Response:  I, (Groom’s Name), take thee/you, (Bride’s Name), to 

be my wedded wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better 
for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to 
cherish, till death do us part, according to God's holy ordinance; and 
thereto I plight thee/you my troth. 

 
Minister:  (Bride’s Name), will you have this man to be thy lawful 

wedded husband/partner/spouse, to live together after God's ordinance in 
the holy estate of matrimony? Will you love him, comfort him, honor and 
keep him in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, keep thee 
only unto him, so long as ye both shall live? 

 
Response: I, (Bride’s Name), take thee/you, (Groom’s Name), to 

be my wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for 
better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love 
and to cherish, till death do us part, according to God's holy ordinance; 
and thereto I plight thee/you my troth. 

 
--The Book of Common Prayer 
 

VOW NO: 5 
Minister: Do you, (Groom’s Name), take this woman, (Bride’s 

Name), to be your wedded wife; and do you, in the presence of God and 
before these witnesses, promise and covenant to be to her a loving, 
faithful, and dutiful husband unto thee, until God shall separate you by 
death?" 

 
Response: I do. 
 
Minister: Do you, (Bride’s Name), take this man, (Groom’s 

Name), to be your wedded husband; and do you, in the presence of God 
and before these witnesses, promise and covenant to be to him a loving, 
faithful, and dutiful wife unto thee, until God shall separate you by 
death?" 

 
Response: I do. 
 
--Church of Scotland 
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VOW NO: 6 
 
Minister: (Groom’s Name), will you have (Bride’s Name), to be 

your wedded wife/spouse/partner, to live together in the covenant of faith, 
hope, and love according to the intention of God for your lives? Will you 
listen to her deepest thoughts, be tender hearted and kind/wise in your 
daily care of her, and stand faithfully at her side in sickness and in health? 
Choosing her above all others, will you undertake to care for her well-
being of mind and body and spirit, as long as you both shall live? 

 
Response: I will. 
 
Minister: (Bride’s Name), will you have (Groom’s Name), to be 

your wedded husband/spouse/partner, to live together in the covenant of 
faith, hope, and love according to the intention of God for your lives? Will 
you listen to his deepest thoughts, be tender hearted and kind/wise in your 
daily care of him, and stand faithfully at his side in sickness and in health? 
Choosing him above all others, will you undertake to care for him well-
being of mind and body and spirit, as long as you both shall live? 

 
Response: I will. 
 
--Adapted from a Baptist ceremony 
 

VOW NO: 7 
I betroth you to me forever; 
I betroth you to me with steadfast love and compassion,  
I betroth you to me in faithfulness. 
--Hosea 2:21-22, sometimes said in Jewish ceremonies 
 

VOW NO: 8 
In the name of God, 
I, (Groom’s Name), take you, (Bride’s Name), to be my wife, to 

have and to hold from this day onward, for better for worse, for richer for 
poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted 
by death.  

This is my solemn vow. 
 
In the name of God, 
I, (Bride’s Name), take you, (Groom’s Name), to be my husband, 

to have and to hold from this day onward, for better for worse, for richer 
for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until we are 
parted by death.  

This is my solemn vow. 
--Methodist ceremony 
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VOW NO: 9 
 
As the sign from my heart 
that I desire to live with you 
from this day forward as my wife and that you may remember  
forever that I have chosen you above all others. 
 
As the sign from my heart 
that I desire to live with you 
from this day forward as my husband, and that you may remember  
forever that I have chosen you above all others. 
 

VOW NO: 10 
 
(Groom’s Name) will you have (Bride’s Name) to be your wife,  
will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her in sickness and  
in health, remaining faithful to her as long as you both shall live? 
The groom replies: "I will." 
 
Minister to the bride: 
(Bride’s Name) will you have (Groom’s Name) to be your  
husband, will you love him, comfort him. honor and keep him in  
sickness and in health, remaining faithful to him as long as you  
both shall live? 
The bride replies: "I will." 
 
Celebrant to the Groom: "Repeat after me:" 
I take you (Bride’s Name) to be my wife, To have and to hold from  
this day forward, For better, for worse, for richer, for poorer,  
To love and to cherish as long as we both shall live. 
 
Celebrant to the bride: "Repeat after me:" 
I take you (Groom’s Name) to be my husband, To have and to hold  
from this day forward, For better, for worse, for richer, for poorer,  
To love and to cherish as long as we both shall live. 
 

VOW NO: 11 
 
I call upon these people here present to witness that I,  
(Groom’s Name) take you (Bride’s Name) as my legally married  
wife. 
 
I call upon these people here present to witness that I,  
(Bride’s Name) take you (Groom’s Name) to be my legally  
married husband. 



 

Wedding Ceremonies and More 
Rev. William Moffitt D.D.                                                                Page 136                      

VOW NO: 12 
 
I call upon these people here present to witness that I (Groom’s  
Name) take you (Bride’s Name), as my lawfully wedded wife, to  
share with you a relationship of love and of tenderness and  
laughter.  I will stand by you through all our tomorrows, respecting  
you as a person, your individuality, your needs, your changes, and  
enjoy your love throughout our lives. 
 
I call upon these people here present to witness that I (Bride’s  
Name) take you (Groom’s Name), as my lawfully wedded  
husband, to share with you a relationship of love and of tenderness  
and laughter.  I will stand by you through all our tomorrows,  
respecting you as a person, your individuality, your needs, your  
changes, and enjoy your love throughout our lives. 
 

VOW NO: 13 
 
Before those dear to us gathered here today I take you (Bride’s  
Name) for my legally wedded wife. I vow to love, cherish and  
support you with my life through all our tomorrows. 
 
 
Before those dear to us gathered here today I take you (Groom’s  
Name) for my legally wedded husband. I vow to love, cherish and  
support you with my life through all our tomorrows. 
 

VOW NO: 14  (Medieval) 
 
Sir wilt thou halve this woman to be thy wedded wife, to live  
together in the state of matrimony?  Wilt thou love her, respect her,  
honor and keep her, in sickness and in health, and forsaking all  
others keep thyself only unto her as long as ye both shall live? 
 
Lady wilt thou have this man to be thy wedded husband, to live  
together in the state of matrimony?  Wilt thou love him, respect  
him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health, and forsaking  
all others keep thyself only unto him as long as ye both shall live? 
 
I (Groom’s Name) take thee (Bride’s Name), to be my wedded  
wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better, for  
worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and  
to cherish, till death us do part, and thereto I plight thee my troth. 
 
I (Bride’s Name) take thee (Groom’s Name), to be my wedded  
husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better, for  
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worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and  
to cherish, till death us do part, and thereto I plight thee my troth. 

 
 

VOW NO: 15 
 
Groom: Today we cross an invisible line. 
 
Bride: We leave behind our yesterdays and start our lives anew. 
 
Groom: The past is over.  We will concern ourselves only with the  
future. 
 
Bride: It is a new day, a new commitment, a new life.  
 
Groom: The vows we take today will change us forever.  
 
Bride: I take them gladly.  
 
Groom: I take them gladly, too. 
 
Bride: (Groom’s Name), I promise to love you, to protect you, and  
to be faithful to you for all the days of my life. I will soothe your  
hurts and share your delights. I will do all in my power to make  
you as happy as I am today. 
 
Groom: (Bride’s Name), I promise to love you and honor you and  
to always be honest with you. I will be faithful to you for all the  
days of my life. I will believe only the best about you and look  
always for your good qualities. I will do all in my power to make  
you as happy as I am today. 
 
Bride: Today is the beginning of the rest of my life. I choose to  
spend today, and all of my tomorrows, with you. 
 
Groom: Today is the beginning of the rest of my life. I choose to  
spend it, and all of my tomorrows, with you. 
 
Groom: I love you, (Bride’s Name). 
 
Bride: I love you, (Groom’s Name). 
Groom: I want you for my wife, that we may share our lives with  
each other. 
 
Bride: I want you for my husband, that our love may be sanctified  
by this ceremony. 
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Groom: I promise to put you first in my life, knowing that our love  
is my most precious possession. 
 
Bride: I promise to put you first in my life, believing that all other  
achievements pale beside a happy marriage.  
 
Groom: I will share with you my joys, my sorrows, my hopes and  
my dreams. 
 
Bride: I will bring to you my accomplishments and my failures.  
 
Groom: I will be faithful to you always.  
 
Bride: And I will be faithful to you. 
 
Groom: From this day forward, I will walk beside you.   
When we are apart, my thoughts will be with you.  
 
Bride: From this day forward, we stand together.   
Whatever happens to either of us will be confronted by both. 
 
Groom: I gladly make these promises. I am proud to be your  
husband. 
 
Bride: I gladly make these promises. I am proud to be your wife. 
 
Groom: Our vows are ended; our marriage has begun.  
 
Bride: Let us go with joy into our new life together. 
 
Groom: This is a day of rejoicing. 
 
Bride: We rejoice in the goodness of love. 
 
Groom: Because I love you, I promise to respect your wishes and  
opinions. 
 
Bride: Because I love you, I promise to put our marriage above all  
else. 
 
Groom: I will share with you my material goods, my thoughts, and  
my feelings. 
 
Bride: I will share with you my material goods, my thoughts, and  
my feelings. 
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Groom: I promise to do all that I can to keep our relationship  
special to both of us. 
 
Bride: I will cherish our time together. I will try to keep our home  
peaceful and harmonious. 
 
Groom: I will encourage you to grow and to become all that you  
are capable of becoming. 
 
Bride: I will urge you to meet whatever challenges you may face. 
 
Groom: I promise to be faithful to you in thought, word, and act. 
 
Bride: I promise to be faithful to you in thought, word, and act.   
This is a day of rejoicing. 
 
Groom: We rejoice in the goodness of love. 
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VOW NO: 16 
 
Officiant: Marriage is not a legal document. No pastor or priest or 
 Justice of the peace can create a marriage because a marriage,  
truly, is nothing except the promises made and kept by two 
 individuals.  Today (Groom’s Name) and (Bride’s Name) stand  
before us to publicly declare their love and to share with us their  
marriage promises. (Groom’s Name), what promises do you make? 
 
Groom: I promise to love (Bride’s Name) with all my heart and  
mind and strength. I promise to be faithful to her in thought, word 
and act for all the days of my life.  I promise to consider her  
welfare and happiness before I make any decisions and I promise 
 to offer her comfort, encouragement and companionship.  
 
Officiant: ( Bride’s Name), what promises do you make? 
 
Bride: I promise to love (Groom’s Name) with all my heart and  
mind and strength.  I promise to be faithful to him in thought, word  
and act for all the days of my life.  I promise to consider his  
welfare and happiness before I make any decisions and I promise  
to offer him comfort, encouragement and companionship. 
 
Officiant: Do you both, before these witnesses, pledge to do all in  
your power to make this a happy and enduring union? 
 
Together the Bride and Groom say: We do. 
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VOW NO: 17 (Rose vow) 
 
NOTE: The Groom will need to have a rose and the Bride will 
 need a vase with water in it.  Before the ceremony, the vase and  
rose should be placed in an easily accessible spot generally behind  
a lectern, for example.  The best man, the Maid of Honor, or the  
Minister should get the rose and the vase just prior to this part of  
the service. 
 
Minister: This is a day steeped in tradition, a time when we are  
Surrounded by symbols: something old, something new, something 
 borrowed, something blue. 
 
Today, (Bride’s Name) and (Groom’s Name) begin a new  
tradition, a custom which now becomes uniquely their own. 
 
Groom: (Bride Name) I give you this rose. Because it grew from a 
tiny seed, becoming stronger and larger until it burst into flower, it  
symbolizes the way my love for you has grown. (He gives her the 
rose.) Each year on our wedding anniversary, I will give you  
another rose. In so doing, I’ll remember this day and renew the 
vows we've made. 
 
Bride: (Groom's name), I give to you this vase of water. (He takes 
And holds it.) Because water is the one element without which we 
Would perish, it symbolizes the importance of your love in my life.  
Each year on our anniversary, I will refill this vase, offering it to 
you as a symbol of my ever renewing love. (She puts the rose in 
the vase and they hold the vase together.)  
 
Groom: Without water, the rose would die. 
 
Bride: Without the rose, the vase of water would not be beautiful. 
 
Groom: My gift is enhanced by yours, just as my life is enhanced 
by ours. 
 
Bride: My gift is lovely because of yours, just as my life is better 
Because of you. ( They hand the rose and vase to the Minister.) 
 
Minister: On each anniversary, as you give and receive the rose 
and the water, remember with joy this day when you pledged your 
love and your lives to each other.  May this be only the first of 
many cherished traditions in a home filled with happiness. 
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VOW NO: 18 
 
Groom: Today is a new beginning. It is the start of a new way of 
life. 
 
Bride: We don't know what challenges lie ahead.  We know only 
that we will face them together. 
 
Groom: Because of you, I am a better person than I once was. 
 
Bride: I promise always to see the good in you. 
 
Groom: I will try to be worthy of your love and trust.  
 
Bride: Because of you, I am a better person than I once was. 
 
Groom: I promise always to see the good in you.  
 
Bride: I will try to be worthy of your love and trust.  
 
Groom: Before God and these witnesses, I vow to be loyal to you  
in every way, to comfort you, to cherish you, and always to love 
you. 
 
Bride: Before God and these witnesses, I vow to be loyal to you in 
every way, to comfort you, to cherish you, and always to love you.  
 
Groom: Today is a new beginning.  
 
Bride: Our new life together has begun. 
 
Groom: Love is more than an emotion. It is a way of life.  
 
Bride: Love is more than a feeling. It is a channel through which  
all feelings flow. 
 
Groom: When I offer you my love, I offer all that is important in  
my life. 
 
Bride: When I offer you my love, I let all of my deepest feelings  
flow toward you. 
 
Groom: Marriage is more than a ceremony. This service lasts less  
than an hour but marriage is a lifetime of living together. 
 
Bride: Marriage is more than a promise.  
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It is a promise kept; it is words translated into action.  
 
Groom: As we begin living our promises, I pledge to you my love  
and loyalty. I will share with you all that is important to me. I will  
encourage peace and happiness between us. 
 
Bride: As we begin living our promises, I pledge to you my love  
and loyalty. I will share with you all that is important to me. I will  
encourage peace and happiness between us. 
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VOW NO: 19 

 
Bride: I, (Bride’s Name), take you, (Groom’s Name), to be my  
husband.  I promise to be true to you always, in sickness and in  
health, in poverty or wealth, in my thoughts and in my speaking.  I  
will be your dearest friend, your lover, and the mother of your  
children.  With these vows, I commit myself to you. 
 
Groom: I, (Groom’s Name), take you, (Bride’s Name), to be my  
wife.  I promise to be true to you always, in sickness and in health,  
in poverty or wealth, in my thoughts and in my speaking.  I will be  
your dearest friend, your lover, and the father of your children.   
With these vows, I commit myself to you. 

 
VOW NO: 20 

 
Minister:  Marriage is an act of faith. It requires great trust to  
pledge ones self to a lifetime with another person. Today (Groom’s  
Name) and (Bride’s Name) demonstrate their faith and trust by  
pledging their love to each other. 
 
(Groom’s Name), what promises do you make to (Bride’s Name)? 
 
Groom: (Bride’s Name), I affirm you now as my life partner. I  
promise to stay with you in times of celebration and in times of  
mourning. I promise to love you, honor you, and be faithful to you.  
I accept you, without reservation, as my wife. 
 
Minister: (Bride’s Name), what promises do you make to  
(Groom’s Name)?  
 
Bride: (Groom’s Name), I affirm you now as my life partner. I  
promise to stay with you in times of celebration and in times of  
mourning. I promise to love you, honor you, and be faithful to you.  
I accept you, without reservation, as my husband. 
 
Minister: By the promises they've made, (Groom’s Name) and  
(Bride’s Name) have demonstrated their belief in love, in marriage,  
and in each other.  They ask now for the blessing of all who have  
witnessed their vows.  If you believe in their love and approve  
their marriage, please applaud. 
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VOW NO: 21 
 
Groom: I promise to live in such a way that I will never bring  
dishonor or heartache into our marriage.  
 
Bride: I promise to keep our home a sanctuary of love,  
contentment and compassionate understanding.  
 
Groom: I pledge to you my patience, my honesty, and my faith in  
the rightness of our love. 
 
Bride: I pledge to you my patience, my honesty, and my faith in  
the rightness of our love. 
 
Groom: To the best of my ability, I will be your friend, your  
helpmate, your counselor and your sweetheart. 
 
Bride: To the best of my ability, I will be your friend, your  
helpmate, your counselor and your sweetheart. 
 
Groom: I love you and I want to be your husband.  
 
Bride: I love you and I want to be your wife. 

 
VOW NO: 22 

 
Minister: You are different people today than you were five years  
ago.  Five years from now, you will be different still.  Yet, you are  
about to make promises which are meant to last a lifetime.   
May you grant each other the gift of growth. 
 
Groom: (Bride’s Name), I expect you to change, just as I will  
change. My promise to you is that, as I grow, I will share the  
growth with you. 
 
Bride: I will not expect you always to think and believe exactly as  
you do today.  I will encourage your growth and you will  
encourage mine.  I promise to respect your opinions even when  
they differ from my own.  
 
Groom:  I promise to respect your opinions even when they differ  
from my own. 
 
Bride: I will be your partner but never your shadow.  
 
Groom: I will be your equal but not your double.  
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Bride: I will bring to you my ideas and interests, not expecting you  
always to have the same enthusiasms.  
 
Groom: Our separate interests will keep our friendship from  
becoming stagnant. 
 
Bride: I will strive for a love that is flexible that adapts to your  
changing needs. 
 
Groom: I will strive for a love that is flexible that adapts to your  
changing needs. 
 
Minister: I offer you the good wishes of myself and these your  
guests.  As your love grows, may you also grow in the capacity to  
share it.  May every change bring you increased happiness. 
 

VOW NO: 23 
 
Bride: I believe in love's ability to accept. 
 
Groom: I believe in love's capacity to forgive. 
 
Bride: I will accept you as you are. I will forgive you if you fail. 
 
Groom: I will accept you as you are and forgive you if you fail. 
 
Bride: Love demands respect but not obedience.  
 
Groom: Love requires loyalty without subservience. I promise to  
respect you as my equal and to be loyal to you in every way. 
 
Bride: I promise to respect you as my equal and to be loyal to you  
in every way. 
 
Together: We believe in love. 
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VOW NO: 24 
 
Groom: Love thrives on honesty. I promise always to be truthful  
with you. 
 
Bride: Love is nourished by thoughtfulness. I promise that my  
actions will reflect my high regard for you.  
 
Groom: I believe that the power of love can change lives.   
My life is changed because I love you. 
 
Bride: Love can bring joy, hope and strength.   
Our love has brought all of those to me. 
 
Groom: I promise that the home we are founding today will have  
love at its core.  I will do all that I can to nourish and enrich our  
love for each other. 
 
Bride: I promise that the home we are founding today will have  
love at its core.  I will do all that I can to nourish and enrich our  
love for each other. 
 

VOW NO: 25 
 
Bride:  When I felt empty inside, you poured your love into my  
hollow heart and made me whole.  Now, my cup runneth over, my  
heart overflows with gladness. 
 
Groom:  When my frightened soul shed tears of loneliness, you  
offered me your love and the shadows disappeared.  For all the  
gladness of this day, I thank you.  
 
Bride:  For all the years ahead, I rejoice. 
 
Groom:  I pledge to you now my love for all time and I ask you to  
be my wife. 
 
Bride:  I accept gladly. I pledge to you now my love for all time  
and I ask you to be my husband. 
 
Groom:  I accept gladly. 
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VOW NO: 26 
 
Bride: I love you for looking at me and seeing only the best.  
 
Groom: I love you for listening to me and hearing only the good.  
I will strive to become what you think I am.  
 
Bride: In our times together, I promise to see you always through  
the eyes of love. 
 
Groom: In our times together, I promise to see you always through  
the eyes of love. 

 
VOW NO: 27 

 
Bride: I never meant to love so much.   
I meant to keep my emotions under control because I didn't want to  
be vulnerable. 
 
Groom: I never meant to love so much.  I intended to be rational  
and calm. 
 
Bride: I thought I could care, but within boundaries.  
 
Groom: I thought I could love, but with limitations.  
 
Bride: I meant to let you be one part of my life; 
instead you have become more important than life itself.  
 
Groom: I meant to keep our love in its own compartment;  
instead it has overflowed the boundaries into everything I say and  
do and feel.  
 
Bride: I meant to be cautious.  
 
Groom: I meant to stay uncommitted. 
 
Bride: Now, because I do care so much, I am vulnerable.  
And I do not mind. 
 
Groom: I joyfully accept the commitments of marriage.  
 
Bride: From this day forward, I promise to love you willingly and  
completely, withholding nothing.  
 
Groom: From this day forward, I promise to love you willingly and  
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completely, withholding nothing.  
 
Bride: I never meant to love so much, but it has happened.  And I  
am glad. 
 
Groom: It has happened. And I am glad. 

 
VOW NO: 28 

 
Groom: I take you, (Bride’s Name), to be my wife.  
I join with you to share all that is to come. 
 
Bride: I take you, (Groom’s Name), to be my husband.  
I join with you to share all that is to come. 
 
Groom: I will be faithful to you as long as God gives us life  
together.  Each rising sun will find you by my side.  
 
Bride: I will be faithful to you as long as God gives us life  
together.  Each rising sun will find you by my side.  
 
Groom: I will treasure our new life above all else.  
 
Bride: I will treasure our new life above all else.   
All that I am, and all that I ever hope to be, is yours.  
 
Groom: All that I am, and all that I ever hope to be, is yours. 
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RING VOWS 
 

VOW NO: 1 
 
(Bride’s Name), with this ring, I thee wed. 
 
(Groom’s Name), with this ring, I thee wed. 
 
 

VOW NO: 2 
 
(Minister to the Groom) 
 
(Groom’s Name) what symbol do you have as a pledge of these  
vows? 
 
(Best man holds out the ring, which the Groom takes) 
 
(Minister to Groom) 
 
As you place this ring, a visible sign of your commitment in  
marriage, on the third finger of (Bride’s Name) left hand,  
repeat after me: 
 
(Bride’s Name) we will wear these rings, and the world will know  
that I am yours and you are mine. 
 
(Minister to the Bride) 
 
(Bride’s Name) what symbol do you have as a pledge of these  
vows? 
 
(Best man holds out the ring, which the Bride takes) 
 
(Minister to Bride) 
 
As you place this ring, a visible sign of your commitment in  
marriage, on the third finger of (Groom’s Name) left hand,  
repeat after me: 
 
(Groom’s Name) we will wear these rings, and the world will  
know that I am yours and you are mine. 
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VOW NO: 3 
 
(Said by the Bride as she accepts the ring.) 
 
(Groom’s Name) I thank you for this beautiful ring, I accept it as  
a symbol that we are one with each other. 
This ring will remind me of you, 1 will wear it with love,  
all of my life. 
 
(Said by the Groom as he accepts the ring.) 
 
(Bride’s Name) I thank you for this beautiful ring, I accept it as  
a symbol that we are one with each other. 
This ring will remind me of you, 1 will wear it with love,  
all of my life. 
 

VOW NO: 4 
 
(Bride’s Name) this ring I give you, my personal gift and my  
personal promise, of love and trust, and pride that you are my wife. 
 
(Groom’s Name) this ring I give you, my personal gift and my  
personal promise, of love and trust, and pride that you are my  
husband. 
 

VOW NO: 5 
 
As the sign from my heart 
that I desire to live with you 
from this day forward as my wife, and that you may  
remember forever that I have chosen you above all others, 
I give you this ring as a sign of my love. 
 
As the sign from my heart 
that I desire to live with you 
from this day forward as my husband, and that you may  
remember forever that I have chosen you above all others, 
I give you this ring as a sign of my love. 
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VOW NO: 6 
 
This ring is my precious gift to you, 
as a measure of my love and as a sign that from this day forward  
your every breath shall be surrounded by my love. 
 
I give you this ring as a sign 
that I choose you to be my beloved, 
and that I offer myself as your husband  
today, tomorrow, and always. 
 
This ring is my precious gift to you, 
as a measure of my love and as a sign that from this day forward  
your every breath shall be surrounded by my love. 
 
I give you this ring as a sign 
that I choose you to be my beloved, 
and that I offer myself as your wife 
today, tomorrow, and always. 
 

VOW NO: 7 
 
I (Groom’s Name) marry you with this ring, with my heart, with  
my body, and with all the syllables of my soul. 
 
I (Bride’s Name) marry you with this ring, with my heart, with my  
body, and with all the syllables of my soul. 
 

VOW NO: 8 
 
As a symbol of how endlessly happy you make me 
and of how crazy I am about you, 
I give you this ring, my dear sweetheart, so you and the whole  
world will know how much and how always I love you. 
 
As a symbol of how endlessly happy you make me 
and of how crazy I am about you, 
I give you this ring, my dear sweetheart, so you and the whole  
world will know how much and how always I love you. 
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VOW NO: 9 
 
I give you this ring as the symbol that 
I have cast my lot with yours, that I am bound to you always,  
through my love, with my soul, and all my heart. 
 
I give you this ring as the symbol that 
I have cast my lot with yours, that I am bound to you always,  
through my love, with my soul, and all my heart. 
 

VOW NO: 10 
 
This ring is a token of my endless and abiding love, because it is  
you, (Bride’s Name), whom I love, and it is you whom I am  
choosing always to encircle with my love. 
 
 
This ring is a token of my endless and abiding love, because it is  
you, (Groom’s Name), whom I love, and it is you whom I am  
choosing always to encircle with my love. 
 

VOW NO: 11 
 
Wear it in health. 
Wear it in joy. 
Wear it in peace. 
Wear it in bliss. 
Wear this ring in health because you have healed me. 
Wear it in joy because you have made my heart glad. 
Wear it in peace because you have brought me serenity. 
Wear it in bliss because you have brought me true grace 
 

VOW NO: 12 
 
I hope you will wear this ring as a reminder that I love you every  
single day of your life. 
 

VOW NO: 13 
 
I love you, (Bride’s Name).  
Here, this is my ring. Can we go steady for life? 
 
I love you, (Groom’s Name).  
Here, this is my ring. Can we go steady for life? 
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VOW NO: 14 
 
Darling, I ask you to receive this ring as a symbol of my love and  
as a constant reminder that I have chosen you above all others to  
be the one to share my life. 
 

VOW NO: 15 
 
May this ring be the sign, always, that we love one another. 
May it be the symbol, always, that we have chosen to serve one  
another in perfect freedom. 
May it be the public demonstration that our love is complete and  
never ending. 
May it be the object that tells, when we as ourselves are no more  
and our bones have crumbled to dust, that our love in this life was  
real and eternal and deep. 
 

VOW NO: 16 
 
(Bride’s Name), I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and  
with all that I am, and all that I have, I honor you. 
 
(Groom’s Name), I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and  
with all that I am, and all that I have, I honor you. 
 
--Adapted from a Protestant ceremony 
 

VOW NO: 17 
 
Receive this ring as a token of wedding love and troth. 
--Lutheran ceremony 
 

VOW NO: 18 
 
With this ring I thee wed, in the name of the Father, and of the  
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 
--The Book of Common Prayer 
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VOW NO: 19 
 
Behold thou art consecrated to me with this ring, according to the  
Law of Moses and of Israel. 
 
Act of espousal recited by Jewish bridegroom while 
placing ring on bride's right forefinger. 
 

VOW NO: 20 
 
In the Church of Scotland ceremony, the couple do not speak at  
the exchanging of rings.  Rather, as the couple places the rings on  
their fingers and then hold hands, the Minister says: 
 
By this sign you take each other, to have and to hold, from this day 
forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer; in sickness  
and in health; to love and to cherish, till death do you part. 
 

VOW NO: 21 
 
I give you this ring in token of the vow made between us and as a  
sign of my love and affection for you 
 

VOW NO: 22 
 
I give you this ring as a symbol of my love and as a sign of my  
promise. 
 

VOW NO: 23 
 
I give you [or: I accept] this ring as a symbol of my love and as a  
sign of my promise. 
 

VOW NO: 24 
 
Having made these promises to you, I take you today to be my  
lawful wife whatever life may hold for us, and as a symbol of this  
love and trust I give you this ring. 
 
Having made these promises to you, I take you today to be my  
lawful husband whatever life may hold for us, and as a symbol of  
this love and trust I give you this ring. 
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VOW NO: 25 
 
I give you this ring (or bracelet) as a symbol of my love forever for  
you. 
 

VOW NO: 26 
 
I give you this ring as a sign of my promise and a token of my  
love. 
 

VOW NO: 27 
 
I give you this ring as a token of my love and as evidence of the  
vow we have made.  Wear it as a symbol of all that we share  
together. 
 
I give you [or accept} this ring as a token of my love and as  
evidence of the vow we have made.  Wear it (or I will wear it) as a  
symbol of all that we share together. 
 

VOW NO: 28 
 
With this ring I wed you, and promise my faithful love. 
 

VOW NO: 29 
 
This ring is a token of my faithfulness and love and a symbol that  
all I have I share with you.  Let this ring symbolize our one life  
together.  
 
I accept this ring as a symbol of our one life together. 
 

VOW NO: 30 
 
("Medieval") 
 
With this ring I thee wed. With my body I thee honor, and with all  
my worldly goods I thee endow. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
This is the final page in “Wedding Ceremonies and More”.  I hope 

that you received as much from it is as I did in putting it all together. 
 
 
 
The address to contact me is: 
 
Reverend William Moffitt 
5223 La Canada Blvd
La Canada Flintridge, CA 91011

 
Telephone: 818-429-7681

Email: will@wmadigital.com  
https://reverendwill.wmadigital.com/ 
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